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WlI.Ji1REAS, the Town COUllCil is aw~e that the Little Cahm:1ot ~ver 13.8,$ln 
Development COlPlPis$ioit is a current and existing govenul1e~t&l unit underthell.Pldloablelll,Ws 
andproYisiotls of fu.e IAd,i~ Code, &Samended, whi~h is CWJf:J:JUy ch,\lKg!ld With ,t1i~ al.i1;honty 
and jurisdiCtion ofresponsibllity over the Little Calumet River Basin waretcQutse;iiiid 

W8EREAS, the Town Council, u,pdn review and consIderation, has concluded tl;u~tthe 
establi$l@~llt of an~wandad4itioI$ governmental unit wi:h redutidan.t autb,orityanUaclgtjijqnal 
taxingadiliority over the citiz~ns and tQXpayers ofthe TO\VH of S1. John, does fiotserve the best 
intGtestsofthe Town of St.lohn,alld therefore; should propl~r1y be opposed. 

NOW, TMREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE 
TOWN OF ST, JOlIN, LAKE COUNTY, INDIANA, AS FOLLOWS; 

SECTION ONE: The Town Council does hereb;' fOIUJally oppose and object to the 
establishment of the proposed Calumet Bwns Conservancy District fot the reasons set forth 
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Office ofthe Lake County Surveyor 

Lake County Government Center • 2293 North Main Street • Crown Point, Indiana 46307 


Phone (219) 755-3745 - Fax (219) 755-3750 


GEORGE VAN TIL 
County Surveyor 

' 

TO: St. John Town Council 
FROM: Lake County Surveyor George Van Til 
DATE: Thursday, September 22,2011 
RE: Little Calumet River Conservancy District 

I read, with some curiosity, about a resolution scheduled on tonight's agenda of the St. 
John Town Council Meeting relating to "rejecting" the proposed Little Calumet River 
Conservancy District. 

A resolution couched in the negative, presuming minds already made up before a vote. 
do understand that there are personal and political ties between some Councilmen and 
people in this process that have a significant self-interest in defeating a Conservancy 
District proposal. 

Never-the-Iess, despite a political push from a current Little Calumet River Basin 
Commission member, it would be unfortunate and unwise, in my opinion, for St. John to 
join only two (2) other Lake County communities out of fifteen (15) who have voted in 
the negative at this time. Only two out of fifteen! Also, the St. John Town Council is only 
one of a small handful of governmental entities that never reached out to me or any of 
our experts on this subject during the last three months, to gain further information or 
provide further input. That's unusual. 

For instance, the City of Gary officials met with me at least a half dozen times before they 
voted on this subject, and many times since, as well as many times with our staff. 

So, as many officials have continued to work on this proposal, hammer out details, make 
changes, look for compromises and improvements, and develop the "plan" which goes 
to the Circuit Judge, St. John town government has chosen not to be involved, except to 
possibly say, "no", without all the facts, and without St. John even weighing in with 

their self-interest. 

Now, with enough parcel holders supporting the Conservancy District to move it to the 
Judge, I would hope for St. John's input and involvement in a "working group" for the 

Conservancy District, as opposed to simply saying "no", and never being involved. 

EXHIBIT B 





Of course, a "no" tonight also says Ilyes", yes, yes. Yes, we want our citizens to pay 
approximately one-third more in fees with no local representation for their interests on 
the Board that makes decisions with and for their money and their stormwater. That's 
what those who are pushing against the Conservancy District proposed for your 
community in the last session of the legislature I Strange that you want to pay more and 
have less representation. 

Having worked with your community officials for many years resolving stormwater issues 
before some of you came aboard in recent times, I wish you knew that the Lake County 
Surveyor's Office and the Town of St, John have a history of cooperation and trust, which 
has benefited your town, I hope that will continue. 

I would hope that the Council will delay any negative gestures tonight, but rather become 
involved and informed in the process. I know that there has been a steady drumbeat of 
misleading and self-serving newspaper articles that urge negativity towards the 
Conservancy District, but it's legally moving forward, and leaders of good will and 
common sense are involved to try to make this work. 

To that end, it would be very unfortunate if St. John's only input or activity in this regard 
is summarily vote negatively, without all the facts, without being involved in the process, 
as it evolves and moves. 

I would ask you to wait and not be arbitrarily negative. But instead become involved in 
the working groups that are trying to help make a process work for the best for the best 
of our region. I look forward to hearing from you. 




