
ST. JOHN TOWN COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 
St. John Municipal Building Main Meeting Room 

10955 W. 93rd Avenue, St. John, IN 
September 22, 2011 

 
Mr. Forbes called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. and led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Roll call 
was taken with the following members present:  Michael Forbes, President; Mark Barenie, Vice-
President; Gregory Volk, Member; Ken Gembala, Member; Stephen Hastings, Member; David 
Austgen, Attorney; Steve Kil, Town Manager and Sherry Sury, Clerk-Treasurer.  Also in 
attendance was Fred Frego, Police Chief and Fred Willman, Fire Chief.  Absent was Chip 
Sobek, Parks Superintendent. 
 
Approval of the minutes: August 25, 2011 Regular Meeting minutes - Mr. Barenie 
motioned to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of August 25, 2011.  Seconded 
by Mr. Volk.  Motion unanimously passed. 
 
Public Hearing 
 
Ordinance #1541, an ordinance establishing the 2012 Municipal Budget 
 
Proofs of Publication – Mr. Austgen stated that he has been provided with the Proofs of 
Publication of the Notice to the Taxpayers.  He has the affidavits of the newspaper publications 
at hand, they are in proper order and the hearing may be conducted. The notices were 
published in The Times on September 1st and September 8th and in the Post Tribune on 
September 1st and September 8th. 
 
Opening Remarks – The Town’s Financial Advisor Mr. Karl Cender stated that the town’s 
budget is pretty much on target.  Mr. Barenie asked if they looked at and made adjustments for 
actual revenue.  Mr. Cender stated that they looked at June of this year and compared it to June 
of last year.  Ms. Sury stated that they made an adjustment for building permits and EMS fees.  
Mr. Barenie asked to get the actual results of last year and compare them to the projections of 
2010.  Discussion ensued. Ms. Sury explained the system changes that take place after the first 
reading of the Ordinance and additional system changes after the adoption of the Ordinance.  
She added that the automated system does not address all the budget changes, some are still 
made based on hard copy documents. 
 
Town Council Comments – None 
 
Open to the Floor – No public comment 
 
Closed to the Floor 
 
Mr. Gembala motioned to consider Ordinance #1541 on first reading.  Seconded by Mr. 
Hastings.  Motion unanimously passed. 
 
New Business 
 
Ordinance #1543, an ordinance amending the Master Zone Map and approving a zone 
change for Meyers Development from C-2 Commercial to R-3 Residential (favorable 
recommendation from Plan Commission).  Mr. Volk stated that this is a request to rezone a 
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section of a C2 parcel to R3 for a two lot subdivision, it is at the end of Meadow Lane and that 
the front part towards Livio’s Restaurant will stay commercial.  He noted that there were some 
concerns from residents regarding drainage during the Plan Commission Public Hearing but 
from a zoning aspect, there were no objections.  Mr. Barenie motioned to adopt Ordinance 
#1543 with a favorable recommendation from the Plan Commission.  Seconded by Mr. 
Gembala.  Motion unanimously passed. 
 
Resolution #11-09-22, a resolution rejecting the Little Calumet River Basin Conservancy 
District - Mr. Forbes read Sections One and Two of the Resolution – the entire resolution is 
attached, Exhibit A.  Mr. Forbes asked that a copy of the resolution be sent to the local 
legislative representatives.  Mr. Volk motioned to approve Resolution #11-09-22 rejecting 
the Little Calumet River Basin Conservancy District.  Seconded by Mr. Hastings.  Motion 
unanimously passed.    
 
Reports & Correspondence 
 
Town Council 
 
Mr. Gembala commented that 93rd looks very good. 
 
Clerk-Treasurer – None 
 
Staff 
 
Mr. Kil referenced his report on the recent training as part of the Public Works safety program 
and an update on the number of building permits issued. 
 
Mr. Austgen asked how the program of sharing Inspectors with Schererville is working.  Mr. Kil 
stated that he did not have a report but has received positive feedback from the St. John 
Inspector. 
 
Chief Willman gave the August Activity Report for the Fire Department. 
 
Chief Frego gave the August Activity Report for the Police Department.  He mentioned that the 
2010 Crime Rates were released by the FBI earlier this week; St. John has the lowest overall 
crime rate in Northwest Indiana 12.4 per 1,000 residents, they also have the lowest violent 
crime rate in Northwest Indiana 0.07 per 1,000 residents.  He thanked and commended the 
members of the Police Department for making this possible. 
 
Mr. Forbes added his congratulations and complimented both the Police and Fire Departments 
and added that the Fire Department open house will be October 2nd. 
 
Payment of Bills for the Corporation – APV’s #8605 - #8807 for $1,114,554.41 - Mr. Barenie 
motioned to pay APV’s #8605 - #8807 for $1,114,554.41.  Seconded by Mr. Volk.  Motion 
unanimously passed. 
 
Public Comment 
 
Mr. Michael DeMory, 8555 Marquette, Schererville – spoke as a representative of George Van 
Til, County Surveyor.  Mr. DeMory read the attached letter, Exhibit B, to the St. John Town 
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Council from Mr. Van Til.  Mr. Forbes stated he takes great exception to this letter and will not 
respond at this time.  Mr. Barenie stated that he feels strongly too and asked who the “personal 
tie” is of one of the Town Council members to the Conservancy District Proposal.  Mr. DeMory 
stated that the best way to find out would be to write directly to Mr. Van Til. Discussion ensued, 
inaudible. 
 
Mr. Adrian Bugariu, 11747 West 90th – thanked the Council for their support.  He stated that the 
charges against him were proven false, were dropped and he thanked the Council if they had 
anything to do with that happening.  Mr. Bugariu stated that he would like to get his camera and 
house key which was taken in 2006.  Mr. Forbes stated that he has been trying to contact him; 
his personal belongings are in the police department, Bernie Johnson has them, all he has to do 
is sign for them. 
 
Adjournment – Mr. Barenie motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by Mr. Gembala.  
Motion unanimously passed.  Meeting adjourned at 7:33 P.M. 
 
ATTEST: 
 
/s/ Sherry P. Sury, Clerk-Treasurer 
 


