
ST. JOHN TOWN COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 

St. John Municipal Building Main Meeting Room 

10955 W. 93rd Avenue, St. John, IN 

October 14, 2010  

 

Mr. Barenie called the meeting to order at 7:08 P.M. and led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Roll call 
was taken with the following members present:  Mark Barenie, President; Michael Forbes, Vice-
President; Ken Gembala, Member; David Austgen, Attorney; Steve Kil, Town Manager and 
Sherry Sury, Clerk-Treasurer.  Also in attendance were Fred Frego, Police Chief and Fred 
Willman, Fire Chief.  Absent were: Gregory Volk, Member; Michael Fryzel, Member and Chip 
Sobek, Parks Superintendent. 
 
Presentation: Invitation to St. John Lions Club “Meet & Greet” – A Lion’s club representative 
was not at the meeting, the presentation was not given. 
 
New Business 
 
Proclamation declaring October as “Domestic Violence Awareness Month” - Mr. Forbes 
motioned to proclaim October as Domestic Violence Awareness Month and authorize the 
Town Council President and Clerk-Treasurer to execute such.  Seconded by Mr. 
Gembala.  Motion passed with a vote of 3 - 0. 
 
Updated report on Public Works Department Safety Training – Mr. Kil referenced an outline 
that was included in the Council member’s packets regarding safety training and other 
continuing education.  He stated that every Friday a safety class is held, the mode of training is 
dependent upon the subject matter.  Mr. Barenie asked Mr. Austgen to look at the other 
communities he is involved with to determine if their training is comparable.  Mr. Kil stated that 
he will e-mail the Council members a copy of the safety training spreadsheet monthly.  
Discussion ensued that training may be available from the Town's insurance carrier. 
 
Ordinance #1523, an Ordinance amending Building Permit Process - Mr. Forbes 
motioned to consider Ordnance #1523 on first reading.  Seconded by Mr. Gembala.  
Motion passed with a vote of 3 - 0. 
 
Mr. Gembala motioned to adopt Ordinance #1523.  Seconded by Mr. Forbes.  Motion 
passed with a vote of 3 - 0. 
 
Ordinance #1524, an Ordinance establishing the 2011 Municipal Budget - Mr. Forbes 
motioned to adopt Ordinance #1524.  Seconded by Mr. Gembala.  Motion passed with a 
vote of 3 - 0. 
 
Reports & Correspondence 
 
Town Council 
 
Mr. Forbes asked the Council to engage Attorney Stephen Maish as a Special Counsel 
Consultant for The Gates regarding Phillippe Builders.  Mr. Forbes stated that he will have 
another hard copy of the contract tomorrow with the amended language that was previously 
discussed.  The attorney (Mr. Maish) has acknowledged that he will make and accept that 
change.  Mr. Forbes motioned to accept the revised contract based on the language 
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request made today and discussed.  Seconded by Mr. Gembala.  Motion passed with a 
vote of 3 - 0. 
 
Mr. Forbes also provided an update on the Haunted House.  He reported things are going pretty 
good, the weather has been good and they have had 793 people go through the house in the 
first two weekends. 
 
Mr. Gembala stated that the Fire Department Open House was very successful due to the hard 
work Chief Willman put into it.  Chief Willman said they had over 900 people attend.  There were 
29 volunteers in addition to the paid personnel and they had great support from the Town’s 
departments and workers. 
 
Clerk-Treasurer – None 
 
Staff 
 
Mr. Kil stated that he has been working with a resident, Mr. Mike Alonzo, 9665 Grasselli Ave, for 
quite some time now regarding nail pops in his siding of his home.  He is asking the Town 
Council to authorize him, on behalf of the Town, to assign or transfer the claim rights of the 
Town with regards to this specific bond with the construction company to Mr. Alonzo for the 
specific purpose of addressing the situation at his home on Grasselli.  Mr. Kil stated that this is 
what he will need at this point to keep assisting Mr. Alonzo.  
 
Mr. Austgen added that at the request of the claims examiner, an assignment or transfer of the 
contract benefit rights has been made to Mr. Kil.  Mr. Kil processed the claim fully on behalf of 
the Town who is the holder of the rights under the contractor bond.  The request is being made 
for purposes of further evaluation and the claims examination adjustment and has been 
documented to Mr. Kil.  It is Mr. Austgen’s recommendation that, if the bond assignment is to 
occur, it is the result of a public meeting action by the Council.  It’s a $5,000 limit, this contractor 
bond, and it’s for this claim only.  Mr. Austgen will prepare an indemnification of any exposure or 
responsibility by the Town for Mr. Alonzo to sign.  Mr. Gembala motioned to approve the 
transfer of the bond for Mr. Mike Alonzo on a one time claim to include the attached 
indemnification.  Seconded by Mr. Forbes.  Motion passed with a vote of 3 - 0. 
 
Public Comment 
 
Ms. Eileen Butcher – stated that she is the owner of Midwest Ice Arena. Ms. Butcher introduced 
the coach and general manager of Indiana Blizzard, Sergei Kharin, a professional hockey team.  
She is asking for Council approval to sell alcohol at the facility only during the home games and 
at no other time.  Ms. Butcher stated that they are willing to provide private police protection 
during the games and would use a caterer’s license.  
 
Mr. Sergei Kharin, gave an overview of his background and the development of the players and 
team.  He stated that for them to succeed, alcohol is a big part of the business. Last year in 
Muskegon, Michigan, 40% of their profit came from the sales of beer. His budget is very, very 
small and they need the money.  He will make sure nothing will go wrong.  Mr. Austgen 
suggested that Ms. Butcher and Mr. Kharin prepare a proposal or outline for presentation to the 
council for their review and for it to include what they would like.  Mr. Barenie asked about the 
40% profit going to the hockey team.  Mr. Kharin stated that the beer sales are a large part of 
the overall profit from all the sales involved, help cover team expenses and added that they are 
willing to work with any restrictions the Council may have. 
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Adjournment – Mr. Gembala motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by Mr. Forbes.  
Motion passed with a vote of 3 - 0.  Meeting adjourned at 7:40 P.M. 
 
ATTEST: 
 
/s/ Sherry P. Sury, Clerk-Treasurer 
 


