
ST. JOHN TOWN COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 
St. John Municipal Building Main Meeting Room 

10955 W. 93rd Avenue, St. John, IN  
July 22, 2010 

 
Mr. Barenie called the meeting to order at 7:05 P.M. and led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Roll call 
was taken with the following members present:  Mark Barenie, President; Gregory Volk, 
Member; Ken Gembala, Member; David Austgen, Attorney; Steve Kil, Town Manager and 
Sherry Sury, Clerk-Treasurer.  Also in attendance was Fred Frego, Police Chief; Fred Willman, 
Fire Chief and Chip Sobek, Parks Superintendent.  Absent were Michael Forbes, Vice-President 
and Michael Fryzel, Member. 
 
Approval of the minutes: June 2, 2010 Executive Session, June 10, 2010 Regular Meeting 
and June 24, 2010 Regular Meeting – Mr. Volk motioned to approve the minutes of the 
June 2, 2010 Executive Session, the June 10, 2010 Regular Meeting and the June 24, 2010 
Regular Meeting.  Seconded by Mr. Gembala.  Motion passed with a vote of 3 - 0. (Mr. 
Austgen stated that it would be okay for Mr. Gembala to second the motion.) 
 
New Business 
 
Ordinance #1519, an ordinance adopting the official Zoning Map for the Town (favorable 
recommendation from Plan Commission) – Mr. Kil stated that he has the certification along with 
the original copy from the Plan Commission and has copied the various town departments.  Mr. 
Gembala motioned to adopt Ordinance #1519.  Seconded by Mr. Volk.  Motion passed 
with a vote of 3 - 0. 
 
Ordinance #1520, an ordinance of the Town of St. John, Lake County, Indiana authorizing 
the Issuance and Sale of Bonds of the Town for the purpose of funding the costs of 
certain road improvements and certain infrastructure improvements with the Town, 
together with expenses in connection with the issuance of bonds on account thereof – 
Mr. Kil stated that there is interest in doing more roadwork in town.  The bids for the first round 
of road work were the best he has seen in over a decade so they were able do a lot of roadwork 
for a very reasonable amount of money.  Blaine and White Oak are in desperate need of repair; 
they can also do subdivision work and sidewalks.   He referenced the bond of $1.6M along with 
the Bond Counsel, Barnes & Thornburg, and Financial Advisor, Cender & Company, explained 
the time frame of the bond payments and stated that this bond would enable to town to 
complete all the road work this year.   
 
Ms. Cheryl Cribari, 9338 Olcott – asked if this bond will be an increase to the taxpayers. Mr. Kil 
explained that the bond would be a general obligation bond and explained the reasons for doing 
this now. He stated that the prices are low to enable the town to get as much of the roadwork 
done with the least amount of expense. Ms. Cribari asked if there would be a public hearing and 
Mr. Austgen confirmed the public hearing process. Mr. Barenie cited examples on the length of 
the bond and the percentage of increase for the terms of 10, 7 or 15 years. 
 
Ms. Janet Brennan, 10151 Delmar Street - asked if this is part of the stimulus money and Mr. 
Barenie stated that is it independent. Mr. Austgen interjected that this is just the first reading and 
there will be a public hearing.  Mr. Barenie added that many communities are doing this 
because the prices are so low the residents are getting more for their money.  Mr. Volk 
motioned to consider Ordinance #1520 on first reading only.  Seconded by Mr. Gembala.  
Motion passed with a vote of 3 - 0. 
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Ordinance #1521, an ordinance of the Town of St. John, Lake County, Indiana, 
appropriating the proceeds derived from the Sale of General Obligation bonds of the 
Town - Mr. Volk motioned to consider Ordinance #1521 on first reading only.  Seconded 
by Mr. Gembala.  Motion passed with a vote of 3 - 0. 
 
Consider approval of Letter of Credit for The Gates of St. John, Pod 14, in the amount of 
Three Hundred Twenty One Thousand Six Hundred Forty Nine Dollars and Forty One 
Cents ($321,649.41) - Mr. Gembala motioned to accept the Letter of Credit in the amount 
of Three Hundred Twenty One Thousand Six Hundred Forty Nine Dollars and Forty One 
Cents ($321,649.41).  Seconded by Mr. Volk.  Motion passed with a vote of 3 - 0. 
 
Resolution #10-07-22, a resolution to write –off Un-Collectible Bad Debt – Mr. Barenie 
stated that these are basically related to the Medicaid and Medicare portions that traditionally go 
unpaid.  Mr. Volk motioned to adopt Resolution #10-07-22.  Seconded by Mr. Gembala.  
Motion passed with a vote of 3 - 0. 
 
Reports & Correspondence 
 
Town Council  
 
Mr. Volk announced that the work on the Hart Street culvert project which was a split 50/50 cost 
with the county was completed last week.  The catch basin on Hart east of Joliet is complete 
which needed to be done prior to paving.  Both of these projects were related to resident’s 
complaints about drainage problems and the residents are very pleased.   
 
Mr. Barenie mentioned the road projects have been completed.  Mr. Kil stated that School 
Street was not done because the festival is there and there is a tent up, it will be completed in 
the fall. 
 
Clerk-Treasurer – None 
 
Staff 
 
Mr. Sobek stated that four of the five concerts were held at Lake Hills, one was rained out; over 
1,000 people attended this year.  The playground equipment at Rainwater and Sun Meadows 
Parks should be completed in the next two weeks.  Summer programs end next week and the 
fall program will come out the end of next month. 
 
Chief Frego gave the Police Department’s Activity Report for the month of June.  The Chamber 
of Commerce has partnered with the Police Department for the Night Out Against Crime event. 
 
Chief Willman gave the Fire Department’s Activity Report for the month of June.  He added that 
they have been to the township area previously covered by Dyer 16 times. 
 
Mr. Kil stated that he sent a letter to Nick Georgiou regarding the banners for the town; they are 
in the process of designing the banner.  He added that high pressure lights at the Ice Arena 
have been completed, they have changed out from the high pressure sodium and the lights 
have been aimed downward.  In reference to the Letters of Credit, the letters have been sent 
out; he has a status sheet that includes the names of the contractor, the bank and the number 
of the certified letter that was sent out. 
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Mr. Kil stated that Ms. Georgene Resney passed away; she owned the Li’l Rascals Learning 
Center and was active in the Town and with the Chamber of Commerce. 
 
Payment of Bills for the Corporation - Mr. Volk motioned to approve payment of general 
AP’s #8082 - #8307 in the amount of $1,174,312.16 for the Corporation.  Seconded by Mr. 
Gembala.  Motion passed with a vote of 3 - 0. 
 
Public Comment 
 
Mr. Pete Monix, 9364 Belmont Avenue - asked if they looked into Joliet Street to grind down 
bumps.  Mr. Kil stated that he is aware of the problem, and that Joliet Street and 93rd are part of 
the stimulus project, Joliet Street between Parrish and Cline is the responsibility of the 
development so that will not be done as part of the stimulus project.  They will start at Cline and 
go to Blaine and start at Parrish and go to US 41 it will all be ground and resurfaced as part of 
the stimulus money. 
 
Ms. Janet Brennan - asked when the details of the bond issue will be available.  Mr. Austgen 
stated that the information can be made available; the consultants are not done because they 
do not have final directions from the council, the consultants do not have terms confirmed yet 
which they need to write the final document.   
 
She also asked about the Ethics Committee and the violation that was found. Ms. Brennan 
asked if there is a list of people on the committee and if anyone has filed any complaints on the 
ethics ordinance.  Mr. Austgen answered yes; he stated that it was handled as a personnel item.  
She stated that she is wondering why they are not using the ordinance if they have it in place.  
Mr. Austgen stated that when a personnel item is involved the ethics ordinance does not apply 
the personnel policies supersede it, the ethics ordinance also will not be triggered unless there 
is a complaint filed.   
 
She asked if there was a budget yet for the Haunted House.  Mr. Barenie stated they are 
working with a budget, they expect it to be the same as last year.  When they get more of the 
work done they will have a better idea, he and Mr. Forbes discussed this and no more than 
$20,000; they expect it will be $17,000. 
 
Adjournment – Mr. Gembala motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by Mr. Volk.  
Motion passed with a vote of 3 - 0.  Meeting adjourned at 7:40 P.M. 
 
ATTEST: 
 
/s/ Sherry P. Sury, Clerk-Treasurer 


