
ST. JOHN TOWN COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 
ST. JOHN MUNICIPAL BUILDING MAIN MEETING ROOM 

10955 W. 93RD AVENUE, ST. JOHN, INDIANA 
August 27, 2009 – 7:00 P.M. 

 
Mr. Barenie called the meeting to order at 7:01 P.M. and led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Roll call 
was taken with the following members present:  Mark Barenie, President; Michael Forbes, Vice-
President; Gregory Volk, Member; Michael Fryzel, Member; Jerri Teibel, Member; David 
Austgen, Attorney; Steve Kil, Town Manager and Sherry Sury, Clerk-Treasurer.  Also in 
attendance were: Fred Frego, Police Chief; Fred Willman, Fire Chief; Bob Pharazyn, Director of 
Operations; Chip Sobek, Parks Superintendent and John Mainwaring, Code Enforcement 
Officer. 
 
Approval of the minutes: July 23, 2009 Regular Meeting – Mr. Fryzel motioned to approve 
the minutes of the July 23, 2009 Regular Meeting.  Seconded by Mr. Forbes.  Motion 
passed with 4 ayes and 1 abstention by Ms. Teibel. 
 
New Business 
 
Resolution # 09-08-27, a resolution on the spending of Federal Economic Renewal Grants 
(requested by United Steel Workers) - Mr. Fryzel motioned to adopt Resolution # 09-08-
27.  Seconded by Ms. Teibel.  Motion unanimously passed.  Mr. Forbes stated that this 
resolution is for the Town Council of St. John to, whenever possible, purchase American made 
products for all of the Town’s projects.  Mr. Austgen added that this is in support of the 
Economic Revitalization Funding implemented by the Federal Government and Congress.  It is 
supported at the local level of those initiatives for the improvement of the economy and the 
betterment of Americans including folks here in the Town of St. John.  The Town of Schererville 
has adopted this and several of the other local communities are in the process of considering 
and/or adopting this same resolution and initiative. 
 
Resolution #09-08-27A, a resolution authorizing temporary transfer and loan of funds 
(Cumulative Sewer to Park and Recreation) - Mr. Forbes motioned to adopt Resolution # 
09-08-27A.  Seconded by Mr. Volk.  Motion unanimously passed. 
 
Resolution #09-08-27B, a resolution authorizing temporary transfer and loan of funds 
(Building Escrow to Lease Rental) - Mr. Fryzel motioned to adopt Resolution # 09-08-27B.  
Seconded by Ms. Teibel.  Motion unanimously passed. 
 
Resolution #09-08-27C, a resolution authorizing temporary transfer and loan of funds 
(Cumulative Sewer to Park Bond & Interest) - Mr. Forbes motioned to adopt Resolution # 
09-08-27C.  Seconded by Mr. Fryzel.  Motion unanimously passed. 
 
Resolution #09-08-27D, a resolution authorizing temporary transfer and loan of funds 
(Cumulative Sewer to Motor Vehicle Highway) - Mr. Forbes motioned to adopt Resolution 
#09-08-27D.  Seconded by Mr. Fryzel.  Motion unanimously passed. 
 
Approval to dispose of certain real property (old computer equipment) – Mr. Kil confirmed 
that this equipment is very old computer equipment and the equipment will be scrapped.  Ms. 
Teibel motioned to declare the property as worthless and to authorize the Town Manager 
to dispose of it.  Seconded by Mr. Forbes.  Motion unanimously passed. 
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Consider agreement submitted by Disturbed Designs (Kenneth and Theresa Forystek) for 
the operation of the Haunted House – Mr. Barenie mentioned scriber-type errors on the 
agreement for the record.   

1) On the first page under “Recitals” item 3 - the consultant has been with them three years 
rather than two.   

2) Under “Covenants” item 2 – the term of the agreement shall be effective upon approval 
tonight.  Mr. Austgen confirmed that is correct along with the cross execution with the 
Forystek’s. 

3) “Covenants” item 3 – the operators shall be paid 10% of the net profits realized over the 
profits the Town received last year (the 2008 event).  The exact amount will be 
confirmed by the Clerk-Treasurer and put in the contract. 

Mr. Forbes motioned to approve the agreement with the above changes.  Seconded by 
Ms. Teibel.  Motion unanimously passed.  Authorization for the Town Council President 
to execute was added by Mr. Forbes, seconded by Ms. Teibel and unanimously passed. 
 
Ordinance # 1497, an ordinance establishing PILT (Payment in Lieu of Tax) for the 
Waterworks District – Mr. Austgen stated that this ordinance is prepared consistent with 
provisions of Indiana Statute §8-1.5 which permit payment in lieu of taxes to be collected from 
the Utility and payable into the Town general fund as the legislative body deems appropriate.  
This ordinance establishes that discretionary decision.  There is a public hearing required before 
an adopted reading, tonight’s agenda is an initial first reading consideration.  Mr. Fryzel 
motioned to consider Ordinance #1497 on first reading.  Seconded by Ms. Teibel.  Motion 
unanimously passed. 
 
Ordinance # 1498, an ordinance establishing PILT (Payment in Lieu of Tax) for the 
Sanitary District – Mr. Austgen stated that Title 36 provides the same for the Sanitary District 
protocol for sewage works funds, specifically in the discretion of the legislative body.  This is an 
initial reading for the Council’s consideration.  In the event the Council proceeds a public 
hearing will be required and an adoptive reading thereafter.  Mr. Forbes motioned to consider 
Ordinance #1498 on first reading.  Seconded by Ms. Teibel.  Motion unanimously passed. 
 
Mr. Austgen added a postscript to the two ordinances’ that were just considered.  The Council 
has a report, with a recommendation from the Town’s Financial Advisors at Cender & Company, 
that support these actions and the amounts that are provided in the body of the instruments. 
 
Mr. Forbes motioned to hold a Public Hearing regarding PILT for both the Water District 
and the Sanitary District on the September 24, 2009 meeting.  Seconded by Ms. Teibel.  
Motion unanimously passed.   
 
Authorization to bid an Ambulance and Rescue Vehicle for the Fire Department- Chief 
Willman stated that the rescue vehicle they would like to replace is 36 years old and the 
replacement will be a pre-driven vehicle with the equipment on it the department feels the 
vehicle needs to have.  The ambulance issue is more critical, one ambulance 9 years old and 
the other is 20 years old.  They would like to have a third vehicle so one can be taken out of 
service for repairs.  They need to have two ambulances available.  Mr. Austgen suggested the 
Council consider authorizing Notice to Bidders on these items but also requested a detailed and 
specific report from the Town Manager, Clerk-Treasurer and Fire Chief of the funding sources 
and methods for financing these items so they have the same when they are ready to consider.  
Mr. Kil asked if that is necessary if the cash is available in the bank.  Mr. Austgen replied that he 
should visit with his Clerk and have a good report with options.  Mr. Fryzel motioned to 
authorize the Notice to Bid.  Seconded by Mr. Forbes.  Motion unanimously passed. 
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Consider waiver Building Permit Fees for temporary classroom addition to Lake Central 
High School – Mr. Kil referenced a letter he received from Mr. Tom  Dykiel  who is present from 
the Lake Central School Corporation.  He stated that in the Council’s packet there is also a copy 
of the Building Permit.  The  building portion of the permit is $3,370.50 while the sanitary/sewer 
portion is $1,860.27 for a total of $5,230.77.  It has been the practice of the Town to waive 50% 
of the building permit portion.  Mr. Forbes motioned to discount the building waiver fees by 
50%.  Seconded by Mr. Fryzel.  (50% of $3,370.50) Motion unanimously passed. 
 
Consider Special Exception Variance Petition for Healing Hands Spa (unfavorable 
recommendation from Board of Zoning Appeals)  - Mr. Austgen stated that a Public Hearing 
was held by the Board of Zoning Appeals on Monday evening, an unfavorable recommendation 
was certified based upon the record made at that public hearing, inclusive of which was the 
detailed staff report which was entered into the record of that proceeding.  The matter is before 
the Council for a dispositive final action.  It is not a public hearing it is simply the Council’s final 
decision time.  Ms. Teibel motioned to deny the special exception request incorporating 
findings of fact from the BZA.  Seconded by Mr. Volk.  Motion unanimously passed. 
 
Reports & Correspondence 
 
Town Council 
 
Mr. Fryzel thanked Mr. Pharazyn for the signs that have been put up at The Gates, people 
should be able to follow it now. 
 
Mr. Barenie stated that he would like to schedule a special Town Council Study Session to 
discuss the 2010 budget.  Mr. Forbes motioned to hold a special Town Council Study 
Session September 8th at 7:00 P.M.  Seconded by Mr. Fryzel.  Motion unanimously 
passed. 
 
Ms. Teibel motioned to cancel the September 17th meeting.  Seconded by Mr. Fryzel.  
Motion unanimously passed. 
 
Mr. Barenie stated that Mr. Sobek received a call from Mr. Lotton about a week ago advising 
him that the soccer fields in The Gates were looking pretty good.  They would probably be ready 
late this fall or early this spring.  He asked that Mr. Sobek contact Mr. Lotton so that they can 
make arrangements for other St. John residents and schools to use the field for soccer related 
activities. 
 
Clerk-Treasurer – None 
Staff 
Mr. Sobek stated that the fall flyer would be going out with the next water bill. 
 
Mr. Pharazyn stated that they are within 100 meters of reaching their goal of 675 meters to be 
replaced this year in their water meter change out program.  Four of the seven road projects 
that were approved at last month’s meeting have been completed.  U.S. 41 will be ground and 
overlaid with a new coat of asphalt beginning at 77th Avenue in Schererville going all the way to 
U.S. 231.  The project is set to begin on Tuesday, September 8th and will continue through 
October 31st.  They will be working 24 hours per day perhaps 6 days per week to meet that 
deadline.   The U.S. 41 & 93rd Avenue is well under way, they are two weeks behind due to 
utility conflicts; the original completion date was October 31st.   The Lantern Woods storm 
sewage project has been completed and the Willow Ridge storm sewer project has been 
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restored to the satisfaction of the residents that surrounded that project.   During the month of 
September he will be getting to work on removing an old forged water line under 93rd Avenue to 
get it out of the way for the road construction project, they have to replace about 400 feet of 
water main on Olcott Avenue and they are also going to begin work on the 93rd Avenue storm 
water project. 
 
Chief Frego read the July Activity Report for the Police Department.  He also thanked the 
members of the Council for their participation in the Night Out event.  The Open House is 
October 4th. 
 
Mr. Mainwaring gave his monthly activity report. 
 
Chief Willman read the July Activity Report for the Fire Department. 
 
Mr. Kil asked for authorization to purchase ESRI GIS software to upgrade the system that is 
needed for the census.  Mr. Forbes motioned to purchase the ESRI software for $6,311.23.  
Seconded by Mr. Fryzel.  Motion unanimously passed. 
 
Payment of Bills for the Corporation – Mr. Fryzel motioned to pay APV’s #8314 - #8587 in 
the amount of $1,691,827.06.  Seconded by Ms. Teibel.  Motion unanimously passed. 
 
Public Comment 
Ms. Blanca Morales, 11335 West 93rd Avenue – thanked the Town Council for passing the “Buy 
in America” resolution. 
 
Ms. Janet Brennan, 10151 Delmar Street – asked what happened to the contents of the trailers 
and the trailers themselves that were donated to the Haunted House last year.  Mr. Pharazyn 
stated that the contents are in the basement of the Haunted House; the trailers themselves were 
not of value and were scrapped.  Prior to disposal Mr. Bob Davis was in consultation with the 
Forystek’s to verify what was left in the trailers was garbage and would not be used. 
 
Mr. Ken Forystek, 10158 Delmar – stated that in reference to the trailer, he looked through 
everything before it was disposed of.  The owner did not want one trailer back.   
 
Mr. Bill Dravesky, 9380 Howard Court – thanked Mr. Pharazyn for getting the work done.  He 
does not know why there were three crews that needed to come out for the sod replacement.  
He stated that they are wasting money.  Mr. Pharazyn stated that they purchase sod by the 
pallet and one crew is sent to various sod sites to measure out and prepare the sod, they may 
return with black dirt and after purchase they may return with the sod.  Mr. Dravesky also stated 
that he went into a new subdivision in town and he could not see the stop sign because a tree 
was blocking the sign.  There are many places in town where stop signs are not visible because 
of tree branches.  Mr. Pharazyn stated that they are seeking out stop signs that are blocked due 
to branches and they try to give the resident the opportunity to trim the branches otherwise the 
town will trim and charge the homeowner. 
 
Adjournment – Ms. Teibel motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by Mr. Fryzel.  
Motion unanimously passed.  Meeting adjourned at 7:48 P.M. 
 
ATTEST: 
 
/s/ Sherry P. Sury, Clerk-Treasurer 


