
ST. JOHN TOWN COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 
ST. JOHN MUNICIPAL BUILDING MAIN MEETING ROOM 

10955 W. 93RD AVENUE, ST. JOHN, INDIANA 
March 26, 2009 – 7:00 P.M. 

 
Mr. Barenie called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. and led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Roll call 
was taken with the following members present:  Mark Barenie, President; Gregory Volk, 
Member; Michael Fryzel, Member; David Austgen, Attorney; Steve Kil, Town Manager and 
Sherry Sury, Clerk-Treasurer.  Also in attendance were:  Commander Frank Chapranda for 
Police Chief Fred Frego; Fred Willman, Fire Chief; Bob Pharazyn, Direction of Operations and 
Chip Sobek, Parks Superintendent.  Absent were:  Michael Forbes, Vice-President, Jerri Teibel, 
Member and John Mainwaring, Code Enforcement Officer. 
 
Approval of minutes: Executive Session of February 26, 2009 and Regular Meetings of 
February 19 and 26, 2009 – Mr. Volk motioned to approve the February 19, 2009 Regular 
Meeting, February 26, 2009 Executive Session and the February 26, 2009 Regular 
Meeting.  Seconded by Mr. Fryzel.  Motion passed with a vote of 3 - 0. 
 
Presentations: 
 
Mr. Clarence “Pete” Monix – 50 Years Service St. John Fire Department - Chief Willman 
read a brief statement recognizing Mr. Monix’s service as a volunteer fireman and as Fire Chief. 
He added that the Fire Department is celebrating its 100th anniversary and Mr. Monix has 
served the department half of the 100 years.  Mr. Barenie presented Mr. Monix with an 
engraved plaque on behalf of the Town Council. 
 
Dr. Gerald Chabot – Lake Central School Corporation - Dr. Chabot discussed the school 
corporation’s educational facilities, the student’s needs and the proposed renovation and 
expansion.  He explained the referendum that will be voted on by the communities on June 16th 
and referenced his handouts of the Master Plan.  Dr. Chabot stated that a “no” vote would not 
result in a second high school there would be the use of additional modular units to 
accommodate the students. 
 
Public Comment 
 
Ms. Marilyn Hornyak, 11903 Louis Drive – stated that she sees the need for improvement but 
this is an exorbitant amount of money and suggested that the project be pared down, they 
should consider doing the changes in phases.  Ms. Hornyak stated that she does not believe 
people would appreciate having additional taxes put on already high taxes. 
 
Mr. Adrian Bugariu, 11747 West 90th Avenue – asked how much money was spent during the 
last renovation and how long ago was that renovation. 
 
Mr. Nick Georgiou, 8970 Louis Court – stated that he is a local businessman and the 
Chairperson for the Vote “Yes” for the Lake Central Political Action Committee.  He has traveled 
the state with his two children when they attended Lake Central and can attest that the facility is 
woefully inadequate.  He referenced a website www.lcreferendum.com which can answer many 
of the questions people have and can also tell them what the tax impact will be to the average 
home owner in the tri-town community.   
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Dr. Chabot responded to the above comments.  He stated that he couldn’t provide an exact cost 
to what the Freshmen Center cost in 1993.  At the time the population was between 2,000 – 
2,500.  There has been a lot of growth and the building has been maxed out.  The population 
now is over 3,000.  He added that the Board of Education has taken two years to study both 
construction management and architects and they have looked at a number of different options 
in terms of getting the best result.  The $95 million is a futuristic number based on architectural 
and construction management estimates with what it would take to get the job done.  The 
referendum is a “do not exceed $95 million” amount.  The average home in St. John Township 
is $250,000 and the taxes would increase in stages over a period of 4-5 years of $170.00 per 
year. 
 
Mr. Joe Hero, 11723 South Oakridge Drive – asked for clarification of the legal notice that stated 
the funds could be raised over a period of 20 years, which would be the principal on the bond.  
He referenced the debt service on the bond, the homestead exemption that many homes have 
and that averages don’t always tell the truth.  Mr. Hero asked what value do they get for the 95 
million - 24 classrooms for a projected increase of 359 students.  He stated that they should 
look at their needs in phases as mentioned earlier.  Projected population is going to decrease 
and mentioned the City of Hammond school system that tore down and built many new schools, 
now has the one of the highest tax rates in the county. 
 
Dr. Chabot responded that he and Mr. Hero have already had one conversation and there are a 
whole host of questions to address. He would like Mr. Hero to call him so that they can sit down 
and talk over all of the financial issues. 
 
Mr. Bill Dravesky, 9380 Howard Court – stated that he is opposed to expanding Lake Central 
High School; they should have built another high school years ago.  If the School Board had 
done their homework years ago they would not be in the situation they are in today.  He added 
that he is retired and on social security which means he would have to give up something else 
so he could pay the higher taxes. 
 
Dr. Chabot mentioned an e-mail from an individual on social security and how it would have the 
same impact of the individual having to give something up so they would have the money to pay 
the tax.  He added that the School Board is proposing the project with the lesser amount and 
would like to meet with Mr. Dravesky and discuss some of his questions. 
 
Mr. Rick Miller, 9280 West 93rd – asked why this was going to cost twice as much as the new 
high school in Crown Point and does not understand why it will cost $12 million to house 40 
more buses. 
 
Dr. Chabot stated that the $12 million for the Service Center Complex consists of three 
elements: To build a new transportation center for 100 buses; to remodel the old transportation 
center into a maintenance center (they really don’t have one now); and the construction of a 
Support Services Building which blends special education and administration.  The building he 
is working in right now will be taken down to provide parking and an access road.  To pull 
special education out of the schools would provide additional classrooms for those schools.  He 
stated that he has had many requests for full day kindergarten and the additional classrooms 
would enable them to provide that.  Dr. Chabot added that he has heard many comparisons of 
school construction in other areas and is willing to sit down and look at the numbers specifically.  
 
Mr. Hero suggested that they look at the existing structure and the blueprints to ensure the 
safety of the facility.  Dr. Chabot stated that one of the features of the renovation plan is a 
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sprinkling system.  Chief Willman assured the audience that safety concerns are looked at every 
time the school has made a change. 
 
Mr. Frank Bradtke Jr., 13000 Sunflower – stated that he believes that children are their most 
valuable assets and they should receive the best they can give them, he supports the school. 
 
Mr. Volk asked where the transportation center will be located.  Dr. Chabot stated that it is in the 
area behind Kolling School.  The school corporation already owns the land. 
 
Mr. Fryzel stated that the existing bus barn is the biggest eyesore in town.  Dr. Chabot stated 
that they would renovate the building and make it a storage and maintenance building. 
 
Mr. Hero asked how the location of the train station will be impacted by the new transportation 
building.  Mr. Kil stated that the town owns five acres adjacent to the railroad tracks by Aspen 
Café. Discussion ensued. 
 
Mr. Barenie thanked Dr. Chabot for his presentation and asked everyone to take a one minute 
break. 
 
New Business 
 
Proclamation for 2010 Census – “Complete Count Committee” – Mr. Austgen stated that 
they have the document presented by the representative of the census organization last week 
and that nothing has changed in the document.  It seems to be a prepatory instrument that 
signals your support of the organizational efforts that are required to pull together the necessary 
components for the census itself and that’s important.  There’s nothing in there that can hurt 
you.  Mr. Volk motioned to approve the agreement with the Department of Census.  
Seconded by Mr. Fryzel.  Motion passed with a vote of 3 - 0. 
 
Consider Ordinance #1489, Red Flag Rules and Regulations – Mr. Austgen recommended 
that first reading consideration be given to this ordinance.  It establishes an identity theft 
prevention program and a series of regulations related to same.  Because the Town conducts 
the business of having accounts for utilities business, it falls within the definitions for having a 
mandatory program in place under Federal guidelines.  There was a substantive meeting last 
week with the administrative staff, the Clerk-Treasurer and himself.  There will be several 
revisions to the regulations themselves but recommends the consideration of first reading be 
given.  Primarily because this needs to be done by May 1st, so to keep it moving that 
recommendation would be made.  Mr. Volk motioned to consider Ordinance #1489 on first 
reading.  Seconded by Mr. Fryzel.  Motion passed with a vote of 3 - 0. 
 
Reports & Correspondence 
 
Town Council – None 
 
Clerk-Treasurer – None 
 
Staff 
 
Mr. Pharazyn reported that to date 160 meters have been changed and that branch pick up for 
the spring will be completed between the weeks of April 6th and April 20th, and then leaf 
collection will be done April 13th through April 17th and then again April 27th through May 1st.  



ST. JOHN TOWN COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING – March 26, 2009     Page 4 of 4 

They have begun restoring some of the stormwater projects over the past winter.  Patnoe Park 
is being restored at this present time, a new park sign has been installed at Civic Park.  They 
have completed installing the sanitary sewer at 101st Avenue that will service the newly annexed 
residents at the intersection of Calumet and 101st Avenue. 
 
Mr. Sobek stated that the Easter Egg Hun will be a week from Saturday and is filled to capacity.  
This coming Saturday they are having their first Clean Up Day at the parks, weather permitting 
and that this past week they were able to re-distribute the picnic tables back to the parks. 
 
Commander Chapranda gave the February Activity Report. 
 
Chief Willman gave the February Activity Report and reported on the in-service training. 
 
Mr. Kil stated that he received a request from the VFW, they are building a small shed on the 
back of their building and asked the council to consider waiving the $35.00 building permit fee.  
Mr. Volk motioned to waive the $35.00 fee for the VFW.  Seconded by Mr. Fryzel.  Motion 
passed with a vote of 3 - 0. 
 
Mr. Kil stated that he expects Aldi’s to come in with the building permit in about the next seven 
weeks.  There are also a couple of projects that he is gathering cost estimates for, all that will be 
ready before the April 16th meeting.  He also stated that they are at half the building permits 
being issued as the same time last year and has spoken to some builders who are optimistic 
that things will be picking up. 
 
Mr. Volk read Mr. Mainwaring’s February Activity Report. 
 
Payment of Bills for the Corporation – APV’s #7380 - #7538 for $1,658,873.83 – Mr. Fryzel 
motioned to pay the bills of the Corporation only releasing the checks based on 
receiving the tax draw from Lake County tomorrow, in the amount of $1,658,873.83.  
Seconded by Mr. Volk.  Motion passed with a vote of 3 - 0. 
 
Public Comment 
 
Mr. Hero stated that the Election Board would be asking to use the Public Works Building for the 
referendum election.  Mr. Fryzel motioned that they utilize the Public Works facility for the 
upcoming election on June 16th, the one’s they used for the last election.  Seconded by 
Mr. Volk.  Motion passed with a vote of 3 - 0. 
 
Adjournment – Mr. Fryzel motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by Mr. Volk.  
Motion passed with a vote of 3 - 0.  Meeting adjourned at 8:25 P.M. 
 
Attest: 
 
/s/ Sherry P. Sury 
Clerk-Treasurer 
 


