
ST. JOHN TOWN COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 
ST. JOHN MUNICIPAL BUILDING MAIN MEETING ROOM 

10955 W. 93RD AVENUE, ST. JOHN, INDIANA 
February 19, 2009 – 7:00 P.M. 

 
Mr. Barenie called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. and asked John Mainwaring to lead the 
Pledge of Allegiance.  Roll call was taken with the following members present:  Mark Barenie, 
President; Michal Forbes, Vice-President; Gregory Volk, Member; Michael Fryzel, Member; Jerri 
Teibel, Member, Tim Kuiper for David Austgen, Attorney; Steve Kil, Town Manager and Sherry 
Sury, Clerk-Treasurer.  Also in attendance were Fred Frego, Police Chief; Fred Willman, Fire 
Chief; Bob Pharazyn, Director of Operations and John Mainwaring, Code Enforcement Officer.  
Absent was Chip Sobek, Parks Superintendent. 
 
New Business 
 
Request for Knights of Columbus for annual “Tootsie Roll Drive” at 93rd Avenue and U.S. 
#41 – Mr. Kil referenced a previous discussion by the Council to only allow one group on the 
corner.  Mr. Fryzel mentioned that safety was their concern because this is such a busy 
intersection.  Discussion ensued.  Mr. Kil stated that he will advise Mr. Keilman that the Council 
will not allow the “Tootsie Roll Drive” at this intersection. 
 
Mr. Barenie combined all the CF-1 Forms listed as items B – G on the agenda for consideration 
with one motion.  Mr. Kil stated that he compared the Statement of Benefit forms with all the CF-
1 Forms and they are either in substantial compliance or far exceed with what their estimates 
were.  The only one that was close was Meyers Development who fell a little behind; however, 
that seems to be a lot larger project than everybody else and it seemed a bit tougher to 
estimate.   
 
Mr. Fryzel motioned to accept CF-1 Form for St. John Professional Center at 10200 
Wicker Drive, J. L. Shandy Transportation at 10115 Ravenswood Drive, Perm Industries 
Inc at 9660 Industrial Avenue, Meyers Development Inc 8400 block of Wicker Avenue, 
Welch Partners LLC 9601 North Industrial Drive, and Welch Partners LLC 9585 North 
Industrial Drive.  Seconded by Ms. Teibel.  Motion unanimously passed. 
 
Consider annual CF-1 Form for St. John Professional Center – development at 10200 
Wicker Avenue – See above 
 
Consider annual CF-1 Form for J.L. Shandy Transportation, Inc. – development at 10115 
Ravenwood Drive – See above 
 
Consider annual CF-1 Form for Perm Industries, Inc. – development at 9660 Industrial 
Drive – See above 
 
Consider annual CF-1 Form for Meyers Development, Inc. – development at 8400 block of 
Wicker Avenue – See above 
 
Consider annual CF-1 Form for Welch Partners, LLC. – development at 9601 North 
Industrial Drive – See above 
 
Consider annual CF-1 Form for Welch Partners, LLC. – development at 9585 North 
Industrial Drive – See above 
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Resolution #09-02-19, a resolution authorizing a temporary transfer and loan of funds – 
Ms. Sury stated that this is necessary because the Town has not received their tax settlement 
from Lake County yet.  Ms. Teibel motioned to adopt Resolution #09-02-19.  Seconded by 
Mr. Fryzel.  Motion unanimously passed. 
 
Ordinance #1487, an ordinance establishing a Town of St. John Finance Committee – Mr. 
Barenie stated that there was one adjustment from the original draft and that was to include a 
member from the Clerk-Treasurer’s office as deemed appropriate by the Clerk-Treasurer.  It 
does not have to be the Clerk-Treasurer it can be anyone she designates.  Mr. Fryzel 
referenced the duties of the Clerk-Treasurer and asked how this impacts this position, should 
the committee be advising the Clerk-Treasurer and not the Council, he asked if it is legal to set it 
up to report to the Council.  Mr. Kuiper stated that it is an advisory committee to report to the 
council, it is legal and it is appropriate if the Council chooses to do so.  Mr. Fryzel suggested not 
calling it the Finance Committee because that legally is the Clerk-Treasurer’s job; he suggested 
they call it something else.  Ms. Teibel asked Ms. Sury if she saw any pitfalls with the way it is 
being set up.   
 
Ms. Sury read a statement detailing the role the Clerk-Treasurer’s office would have.  
Discussion ensued. Ms. Sury stated that she is concerned having two types of financial records 
that would be available to the residents, believes it would be confusing and the participating 
accountants may not understand government accounting. 
 
Additional discussion ensued regarding the investment role of the committee vs. State Statute of 
the Clerk-Treasurer’s role.  Mr. Kuiper re-iterated that this is an advisory role.  Mr. Fryzel stated 
that he does not agree with some of the verbiage in the ordinance, he would prefer an advisory 
Budget Committee rather than Finance Committee.  Mr. Barenie stated that he would not like 
the committee limited to the budget only, he would like the committee to be open to discuss 
other revenue sources or investment opportunities for example.  
 
Ms. Sury referenced the intentions of the committee as stated in the newspaper article, shared 
her concerns, gave some examples of why some processes are able to be in place and others 
not, and mentioned the use of credit cards and transaction fees.  Discussion ensued. Mr. 
Barenie offered to defer this item to make some adjustments to the ordinance to enable the 
Clerk-Treasurer to be comfortable with the committee.  Mr. Forbes added that he does not recall 
that at anytime was the focus to reshape the Clerk’s office.  Mr. Barenie asked Ms. Sury to 
make some notes on the draft and they will get them to Mr. Austgen. 
 
Mr. Forbes motioned to defer this item.  Seconded by Mr. Fryzel.  Motion unanimously 
passed. 
 
Reports & Correspondence 
 
Town Council 
 
Ms. Teibel stated that she would like to have another town wide Garage Sale from April 30th 
through May 3rd.  She added that some of the businesses would finance the town map; Dunkin 
Donuts has approached her about putting a coupon on the map.  The permit fee will be waived 
for that weekend and it will not count towards the two permits allowed per resident.  Ms. Teibel 
motioned to approve the town wide Garage Sale to be held April 30th through May 3rd, 
2009 and to waive the sale permit fee of the participants and it will not count against the 
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two they still have coming for 2009.  Seconded by Mr. Fryzel.  Motion unanimously 
passed. 
 
Mr. Fryzel complimented Chief Frego and Officers Mike Moffitt, Lt. Kouder, Cpl. Tim Gardenhire 
and Reserve Officer Jose Mendez.  The Speedway station was robbed after hours and the 
attendant was beaten.  The officers chased the suspect to Chicago Heights and apprehended 
the robber and driver of the car. 
 
Mr. Barenie complimented Public Works on a great job last night with very hazardous 
conditions. He referenced the recent Tri-Town Safety Village meeting and asked for an update. 
Chief Frego responded, (inaudible).  
 
Clerk-Treasurer – None 
 
Staff 
 
Mr. Kil relayed a request form Mr. Austgen asking the Council members to be at the Executive 
Session next week at 6:00 P.M.  He added that there would be a presentation by Mr. Sommer 
regarding NIPSCO at next week’s meeting.  Also at the March 19th meeting, a representative of 
the Census Bureau would like to spend five minutes talking to the Town Council.  Mr. Barenie 
will be asked to sign a document confirming their attendance. 
 
Public Comment 
 
Ms. Janet Brennan, 10151 Delmar - commented on the Finance Review Committee.  She stated 
that she didn’t think there should be any concern with the committee usurping the Clerk-
Treasurer’s office and does not see advisory any different than paying Jim Bennett for giving 
advice.   
 
Mr. Adrian Bugariu, 11747 West 90th Avenue - asked if the Committee ever received the Tort 
Notice he sent in January regarding the criminal acts against him filed by Mr. Fryzel, Ms. Teibel 
and the St. John Police Department.  Discussion ensued. Mr. Bugariu added that criminal acts 
by Mr. Fryzel and Ms. Teibel will no longer be tolerated.  Mr. Kuiper cautioned Mr. Bugariu not 
to go into any detail as there are protective orders in place and law suits pending.  He advised 
that if he has a Tort Claim Notice it should go to the Clerk-Treasurer and will be time stamped 
received. Discussion ensued regarding the January 6, 2009, certified mailing. 
 
Adjournment – Mr. Forbes motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by Ms. Teibel.  
Motion unanimously passed.  Meeting adjourned at approximately 7:50 P.M. 
 
Attest: 
 
/s/ Sherry P. Sury, Clerk-Treasurer 


