
ST. JOHN TOWN COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 
ST. JOHN MUNICIPAL BUILDING MAIN MEETING ROOM 

10955 W. 93RD AVENUE, ST. JOHN, INDIANA 
January 22, 2009 – 7:00 P.M. 

 
Mr. Barenie called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. and led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Roll call 
was taken with the following members present:  Mark Barenie, President; Michael Forbes, Vice-
President; Gregory Volk, Member; Michael Fryzel, Member; Jerri Teibel, Member; David 
Austgen, Attorney; Steve Kil, Town Manager and Sherry Sury, Clerk-Treasurer.  Also in 
attendance were: Fred Frego, Police Chief; Fred Willman, Fire Chief; Bob Pharazyn, Director of 
Operations and John Mainwaring, Code Enforcement Officer.  Absent was Chip Sobek, Parks 
Superintendent. 
 
Approval of minutes:  November 24, 2008 and December 18, 2008 Regular meeting 
minutes - Mr. Fryzel motioned to approve the minutes of the November 24 and December 
18, 2008 regular meetings.  Seconded by Mr. Forbes.  Motion unanimously passed. 
 
Public Hearings: 
 
Sanitary Sewer System Development Charge Change Rate – Ordinance #1485 
 
Proofs of Publication – Mr. Austgen verified that the Proofs of Publication of Notice of Public 
Hearing for each of the two public hearings this evening; have been made.  The publisher’s 
affidavit of The Times and the Post-Tribune are in evidence.  Timely publication has occurred 
and the public hearings may be held. 
 
Opening Remarks – Mr. Kil stated that this comes with favorable recommendation from the 
Utility District.  Mr. Karl Cender is in attendance to answer any questions. 
 
Town Council Comments  - Mr. Fryzel confirmed that both fees are going from $1,000.00 to 
$1,500.00 (an increase of $500.00 each). 
 
Mr. Austgen stated that this is a one-time charge to new customers of the utility not to existing 
customers.  It is payable upon a connection request and application with no impact to existing 
rate payers. 
 
Open to the Floor – No one 
 
Closed to the Floor 
 
Mr. Fryzel motioned to consider Ordinance #1485 on first reading.  Seconded by Ms. 
Teibel.  Motion unanimously passed. 
 
Mr. Fryzel motioned to adopt Ordinance #1485.  Seconded by Ms. Teibel.  Motion 
unanimously passed. 
 
Water Utility System Development Charge Change Rate – Ordinance #1486 
 
Proofs of Publication – Mr. Austgen stated that the Proof of Publication is in evidence, he 
reviewed same.  The publication meets the requirements of law for notice to the ratepayers of a 
Public Hearing and the Public Hearing may be validly held.  As with the previous ordinance and 
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the previous rate the Council just adopted, this is a one-time charge made by new customers to 
the Utility for new connections to the utility.  It is not a rate imposed upon the existing rate 
payers of the rate base. 
 
Opening Remarks – Mr. Kil stated that this is almost exactly identical to the sewer System 
Development Fee where the rate is raised $500 from $1,000.00 to $1,500.00 and comes with a 
favorable recommendation from the utility district. 
 
Town Council Comments – None 
 
Open to the Floor – No comments 
 
Closed to the Floor 
 
Ms. Teibel motioned to consider Ordinance #1486 on first reading.  Seconded by Mr. 
Fryzel.  Motion unanimously passed. 
 
Mr. Forbes motioned to adopt Ordinance #1486.  Seconded by Mr. Volk.  Motion 
unanimously passed. 
 
New Business 
 
Consider 2009 Board and Commission appointments 
 
Plan Commission – Mr. Barenie recommended Steve Kil, John Mainwaring, Joe 
Wachowski and resident Dan Morang. 
 
Board of Zoning Appeals – Mr. Barenie recommended Jim Maciejewski. 
 
There is an open position for the Lake County Coalition. 
 
Economic Development Commission – Mr. Barenie recommended Robert Meinzer. 
 
Mr. Forbes motioned to accept Mr. Barenie’s recommendations for the Board and 
Commission appointments.  Seconded by Mr. Fryzel.  Motion unanimously passed. 
 
Resolution #09-01-15A, a resolution to encumber various funds - Mr. Fryzel motioned to 
adopt Resolution #09-01-15A.  Seconded by Ms. Teibel.  Motion unanimously passed. 
 
Consider Contractual Agreement with the St. John Township Trustee’s Office for Senior 
Citizen Drop-In Center and Bus Service - Mr. Forbes stated that this is the $1500 donation 
that is done yearly.  Mr. Forbes motioned to authorize the donation of $1,500.00 to the 
Jean E. Shepherd Trustee’s Office for the Senior Citizens Drop Bus.  Seconded by Mr. 
Volk.  Motion unanimously passed. 
 
Consider Robinson Engineering services agreement for 2009 - Mr. Fryzel motioned to 
accept the agreement as submitted.  Seconded by Ms. Teibel.  Motion unanimously 
passed. 
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Consider Austgen Kuiper & Associates services agreement for 2009 - Ms. Teibel 
motioned to accept the agreement as submitted.  Seconded by Mr. Fryzel.  Motion 
unanimously passed. 
 
Consider JDM Consulting services agreement for 2009 – Mr. Forbes inquired if the contract 
that is in their possession contains the modifications. Mr. Kil stated that there was a slight 
modification that Mr. Austgen prepared today.  It allows the contract to be terminated without 
cause by notice of either party. The amount is not written in; $30,000 was budgeted this year 
and will be written in if that amount is okay.  Mr. Kil stated that the contract is for on-call service. 
Mr. Fryzel motioned to accept the agreement as submitted for JDM Consulting.  
Seconded by Ms. Teibel.  Motion unanimously passed. 
 
Mr. Barenie asked Mr. Kil to ask Mr. Cender for an extension on his contract for financial 
advisory services so all four of the contracts will be in the same calendar year. 
 
Reports & Correspondence 
 
Town Council 
 
Mr. Barenie stated that the Town of St. John and the Staff Department Heads would be putting 
together a document that will be basically the 2009 Operating Plan, a road map. Drafts will be 
prepared by the end of this month. 
 
Mr. Barenie also mentioned there was a meeting yesterday with the Standard & Poor’s account 
representative.  St. John currently has a Grade A rating.   
 
Mr. Forbes stated that Mr. Pharazyn and Mr. Kil negotiated new contracts with CINTAS that 
supply the uniforms and do the mats in town; they are looking at a potential reduction of $8,300. 
 
Clerk –Treasurer – None 
 
Staff 
 
Mr. Pharazyn stated that they began a water meter replacement project in January through the 
utility board.  They will be replacing all the water meters in town that are in excess of ten years 
and older.  There are approximately 700 of those meters and plans to get the majority of this 
done this year. 
 
He added they are trying to get some CDBG funding for the south end of town, the Watts 
Subdivision, for a storm water project.  A financial analysis must be done as part of the proposal 
for the funds. 
 
He also said that in the month of January on fifteen different occasions Public Works was called 
into service to plow snow or apply salt to the roads.  From November 1st to date they have 
purchased 1,078 tons of salt at a cost of $109,000. Discussion ensued regarding the proposed 
storm water project in the Watts Subdivision and the CDBG process. 
 
Chief Willman gave the December Activity Report:  
 Total Calls = 106 District 1 = 83    District 2 = 15   District 3 = 8 
   2008 Total Calls = 964 District 1 = 828 District 2 = 97  District 3 = 39 
Ambulance calls comprised 68% of the 964 calls. 
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Mr. Mainwaring gave the December Code Enforcement Report: 
Violations = 15; Permits = 10: Construction = 2, Addition = 1, Remodeling = 7 
Inspections: Electrical = 43, Building = 65 
 
Chief Frego gave the December Activity Report.  He also mentioned that the two new squads 
have been delivered, one is currently on the road and the other is being set up.  The Federal 
Signal Corporation donated some experimental lights about $5,000 worth of equipment. 
 
Mr. Kil stated that Mr. Sommer would be at the February 26th meeting to discuss the NIPSCO 
Intervention.  He added that according to Mr. Cender the circuit breaker for their community the 
impact is negligible, we have a $12,000.00 impact and he does not foresee any problems for the 
next several years. 
 
Mr. Kil referenced a county wide survey where the Town of St. John was the top permit issuer 
for new construction in Lake County followed by Crown Point; St. John had 117 Crown Point 
had 72.  There were 614 permits issued in Lake County in 2008, 1,233 in 2007, 1,661 in 2006 
and 1,827 in 2005. 
 
Mr. Kil stated that there is a lot of ice fishing in their ponds; there is nothing on the books 
regarding ice fishing.  It is primarily in Lake Hills.  Discussion ensued. Mr. Fryzel motioned to 
prohibit entry by walking, or any access, on to frozen ponds owned by the Town of St. 
John.  Seconded by Ms. Teibel.  Motion unanimously passed.  Mr. Austgen will have the 
ordinance ready for next month’s meeting. 
 
Mr. Fryzel asked that signs be put up so as not to block the intersection the town emergency 
vehicles use by the town complex. 
 
Payment of Bills for the Corporation #9453 - #9470 for $1,660,568.93 and #7000 - #7185 
for $1,095.549.99 (Total $2,756,118.92) - Ms. Teibel motioned to accept general vouchers 
#9453 - #9470 and #7000 - #7185 in the amount of $2,756,118.92 payment of bills for the 
Corporation.  Seconded by Mr. Fryzel.  Motion unanimously passed. 
 
Public Comment – None 
 
Adjournment – Mr. Barenie adjourned the meeting at 7:30 P.M. 
 
Attest: 
 
/s/ Sherry P. Sury, Clerk-Treasurer 


