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The Park Board of the Town of St. John met on this date with the following members 
present: 
 
Attendee 1,  Mary Anne Koke Attendee 4,   
Attendee 2,  Joan Millis Attendee 5, David Wickland, Attorney  
Attendee 3,  Paul Haller Attendee 6,    
 
The following members absent: 
 
Absent 1, Fred Kish, Council Liaison Absent 4 
Absent 2, Eileen Butcher Absent 5 
Absent 3,   Absent 6 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
The monthly meeting was called to order at 7:04 PM with the recitation of the Pledge of 
Allegiance. Vice President Mary Anne Koke chaired the meeting.  
 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES  
 
Motion by Paul Haller, seconded by Joan Millis, to approve the minutes of the April 27 
meeting as distributed.  Passed unanimously on voice vote.  

 
OLD BUSINESS  
 
St. John Heartland Park / Girls Softball Fields 
 
John Homolka, speaking from the audience, noted that Reeves has staked out the park 
and will attempt to install the fences when the ground is dry and stable.  Joan confirmed 
that Reeves had picked up another copy of the prints.  David Wickland is still waiting on 
a written agreement from ANR for that part of the park; additional information has been 
requested.  
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John Homolka requested that a porta-potty be moved to the south fields in June.  Joan 
offered to contact the company to make the move.  Discussion of the distance between 
the fields, the number of people who attend games, and the inaccessibility for both 
young and old led to the conclusion that an additional porta-potty for one month would 
be best.  Mary Anne Koke inquired whether the cost could be shared between the Park 
Board and Girls Softball; John Homolka offered to have the president of their 
association contact the Park Board, as he felt this decision was beyond his authority.  
Mary Anne Koke suggested that sharing the cost might help reduce requests for 
additional porta-potties at other locations.  
 
John Homolka also expressed concern that the Ice Arena might sold, resulting in the 
loss of parking.  Joan Millis confirmed that the Park Board controls the parking and the 
open land; the Ice Arena involves only the ground it sits on.   
 
John Homolka also noted that the people attending the games have asked whether “real 
bathrooms” can be built at Heartland Park.  Joan Millis confirmed that the sewer is on 
the south side and the water loops around the Ice Arena, but funds are not available at 
this time due to competition from expenses for the volleyball courts, the purchase of the 
grass seed, and land balancing for the walking trails.  
 
John Homolka also expressed a desire for a concession stand, as they provide the 
funds that help them meet expenses.  Joan Millis noted that the new impact fees from 
developers will help the funding situation.   
 
John Homolka expressed concern that adult leagues would compete for use of the 
softball fields when they are constructed.  Mary Anne Koke confirmed that the Park 
Board is not out to make money by renting to competing adult organizations.   J. Millis 
responded that decisions and competing demands such as these will eventually 
necessitate a full time staff person and a parks department.   
 
St. John Heartland Park / Volleyball Courts 
 
Mary Anne Koke recalled that the Park Board had authorized construction of the courts 
with a set cap.  Two pits of 140’ x 70’ each have three courts, separated by 50’.  The 
drawings allow about 30’ from the driveway to allow installation of a future basketball 
court or tennis court.   Joan Millis noted that the volleyball coach has already recruited 
sufficient people for the leagues.   
 
One estimate for nets and poles for 6 pairs of courts came in at $3,000.00; Joan Millis 
explained that the Board needs to invite quotes for expenses over $1200.  Costs for the 
sand and stone could run around $7,000.00 to $8,000.00, in addition to drainage 
culverts, which have already been purchased.    
 
Paul Haller expressed doubt whether the Park Board should pursue this project, as the 
softball fields are still incomplete and funds are short.  Joan Millis confirmed that the 
courts would cost at least $10,000.00; funds are available in the Park Development and 
bond budgets.  In addition, the Park Board budget will increase after the June 30 draw.    
Mary Anne Koke felt that the Board should at least solicit the bids (proposals) for review 
at a special meeting prior to the regular meeting on June 22, so that the courts could be 
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installed yet this summer.   Joan Millis offered to contact Board members to set up the 
meeting when the requests for proposals have been mailed out.   
 
St. John Heartland Park / Grass Seed 
 
Three pallets of grass seed, at a cost of $5,000.00, have been purchased and received.  
Herman Monix will be asked to put it down.  
 
Basketball Courts (Homestead Acres/Lancer Estates) 
 
Resurfacing is waiting on a source of funding.  
 
Sun Meadows Easement Encroachment  
 
David Wickland is handling this topic.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Prairie West Park Fountain 
 
Joan Millis explained that since St. John does not have a boat, a volunteer fire 
department member assisted in retrieving the fountain from the pond, as it was not 
functioning properly.  The fountain has been mailed back to Florida for repairs, as there 
is no local distributor.  It is no longer under warranty (this was only for the first year, to 
April ’98).  No estimate of return date is available.  
 
Prairie West Park Fishing 
 
Joan Millis confirmed that she has received many complaints about non-residents 
fishing at all hours of the day and into the night with lanterns at the pond.  Fish are not 
being released and much trash is left behind.  A 1980 resolution exists but needs 
discussion by the Park Board before requesting updating by the Town Council.   
 
Sierra Pointe Development, LLC 
 
Joan Millis presented drawings of the proposed 75-unit development across from 
Marquette Avenue toward Cline.  She noted that since there are no eastside parks, the 
Park Board might want to consider a park instead of a contribution.  The nearest 
developments are Mallards Landing and Lancer Estates.  She suggested that Park 
Board members review the 5-year Master Plan; a representative from the development 
will be in attendance at the June meeting.  
 
PROGRAMS 
 
Mary Anne Koke announced that the Men’s Basketball Program had income of $136.00, 
expenses of $120.00, for a net gain of $16.00. 
 
The Co-Ed Volleyball program had income of $146.00, expenses of $25.00, for a net 
gain of $121.00. 
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PAYMENT OF BILLS 
 
1205 Norma Yaeger $60.00 – recording secretary 
1206 Ruim $78.92 – tractor parts 
1207 Carl Decker $80.00 – Men’s basketball coach 
1208 Ruim $12.01 – tractor oil 
1209 Schilling Lumber $46.11 – East Park expenses 
1210 Nipsco $25.08 – lighting 
1211 McNamara Aquatic $700.00 – weed control 
1212 Ultimate Lawn Care $4,000.00 – lawn care (April) 
1213 Ultimate Lawn Care $4,000.00 – lawn care (may) 
1214 Rick Rock $180.00 – fountain installation 
1216 Bruce’s Septic $415.00 – porta-potties 
 
 Motion by Paul Haller, seconded by Joan Millis, to approve the bills as read. Passed 

unanimously on voice vote. 
 
Paul Haller inquired why the bill for the grass seed was not included; Joan Millis 
indicated that it was not submitted by the deadline.  
 
ANY AND ALL BUSINESS 
 
Jerry Bogue, speaking from the audience, expressed concern about the non-residents 
fishing in Prairie West Park, especially the night fishermen.  He and other neighbors are 
trying to clean up the trash each day.  Joan Millis indicated that she is waiting for 
feedback from Town Council members about how to act on this problem.   He inquired 
whether the police can enforce the ordinances since the neighbors use the pond for 
their children for a fish and release activity.   Paul Haller noted that the upstream pond is 
stocked so that there is a variety of fish in the pond.  
 
Mr. Bogue also noted that the fountain and aerators have been removed.  He inquired 
about the needs of the Park Board for a small boat.   He also noted that the garbage 
cans have been removed from near the pavilion.  Joan Millis will have Public Works look 
into it.   
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion by Joan Millis, seconded by Paul Haller, to adjourn the meeting at 7:40p.m. 
Passed unanimously on voice vote. 
 
  
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
By: /s/ Norma R. Yaeger 
Recording Secretary 
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