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The Park Board of the Town of St. John met on this date with the following members 
present: 
 
Attendee 1,  Eileen Butcher Attendee 4, Mary Anne Koke 
Attendee 2,  Joan Millis Attendee 5, David Wickland, Attorney  
Attendee 3,  Paul Haller Attendee 6,    
 
The following members absent: 
 
Absent 1, Fred Kish, Council Liaison Absent 4 
Absent 2,   Absent 5 
Absent 3,   Absent 6 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
The monthly meeting was called to order at 7:04 PM with the recitation of the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES  
 
 Motion by Paul Haller, seconded by Joan Millis, to approve the minutes of the March 

23 meeting as distributed. Discussion: Paul noted that the missing name on page 4 
under Any And All Business should be Tom Busch. Passed unanimously as 
amended on voice vote.  
 

OLD BUSINESS  
 
St. John Heartland Park / Girls Softball Fields 
 
Eileen Butcher presented copies of October 2, 1998 correspondence to confirm that 
Reeve’s Fence had received the bid.  Two ball fields have been excavated and staked 
out (the Babe Ruth field has not yet been balanced).  Lawson & Fischer have done the 
engineering and provided prints to the Public Works office.  Joan confirmed that 

 1 



equipment was ordered about three weeks ago.   David Wickland is waiting for a written 
commitment from ANR to use the land over the pipelines for the third and fourth 
ballfields.  John Homolka, speaking from the audience, expressed difficulty in reaching 
Reeves.  
 
St. John Heartland Park / Volleyball Courts 
 
Eileen Butcher presented a proposal from Pam Zych that the one proposed soccer field 
be used to construct six volleyball courts.  It was noted that a Town should have at least 
two soccer fields for practice and competition, and that the addition of only one field 
would not support a league.  Mary Anne felt that another location for two soccer fields 
should be designated in the future.   
 
Last summer, Pam had more requests for volleyball than could be handled; income 
accrues to the Park Board. Eileen noted that the lighting from the parking lot would allow 
later games and perhaps tournaments at the volleyball courts, but additional lighting 
would probably be needed eventually.   
 
Mary Anne inquired about the cost of providing the sand base; Joan indicated that the 
sand is $95.00/load, but was unsure how many loads would be needed.  Funds for a 
sand base, permanent poles, and seasonal nets could be obtained from the bond 
money.  
 
 Motion by Mary Anne Koke, seconded by Paul Haller, to approve the use of enough 

land east of the Ice Arena parking lot between the pole barn and the parking lot for 
six volleyball courts, to be funded from the bond money, not to exceed $3,000.00. 
Passed unanimously on voice vote. 

 
St. John Heartland Park / Grass Seed 
 
Three requests were mailed, and two bids were received for grass seed for Heartland 
Park; the bids were stated in pounds per acre for the 10-12 acres that need seeding.  
The bids ranged from 225 to 300 pounds, not including fertilizer or the expense to have 
Herman Monix spread it.  
 
 Motion by Mary Anne Koke, seconded by Joan Millis, to purchase enough grass 

seed from United Horticultural Supply @ $.85.00/lb to properly seed Heartland Park. 
Passed unanimously on voice vote. 

 
Basketball Courts (Homestead Acres/Lancer Estates) 
 
Resurfacing is waiting on a source of funding; $7,400.00 and $4,500.00 are needed for 
the two courts.  Copies of the bids are on file in Public Works.   Eileen Butcher feels that 
the Town of St. John may be able to contribute some funds.  Mary Anne Koke noted that 
there is broken glass under the pavilion at Homestead Acres.  Joan will have Public 
Works look into it.  
 
Sun Meadows Easement Encroachment  
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Eileen Butcher indicated that David Wickland is handling this topic. It appears that more 
residents have removed encroaching items.  Mary Anne suggested that the Board do 
another survey in May to review the situation.  
 
White Oak Manor 
 
Joan Millis has talked to Buck O’Day about fixing and replacing the sidewalk when the 
weather permits.   The low spots in White Oak Park retain water during regular rains.  
Charles Sawyer, speaking from the audience, noted that the elevation of the berm rises 
toward the detention pond.  The berm holds the water, even though Mr. O’Day removed 
15’ of the berm.  Joan noted that the swale along the side of Mr. Sawyer’s house is 
supposed to direct the water toward the ditch, and the berm is supposed to hold the 
water back.  The water is supposed to run into the ditch and then flow north.   Joan 
noted that Public Works will place “a couple loads” of dirt in the park’s low spots as soon 
as the weather permits. The Park Board is also concerned that the park be finished, 
which is why funds were spent to seed and fertilize it.  A thick file of correspondence, 
inspection sheets, and pictures is on file for review.  
 
Charles Sawyer noted that as a Plan Commission member, he was opposed to 
releasing the developer from responsibility for the condition of the park.  He felt that the 
Park Board had set a lower level of satisfactory achievement, which the developer 
reached, than what should be accepted for a useable park, since it is not up to final 
grade.  He also noted that the developer’s corrections left part of his lot  (which adjoins 
the park) with improper drainage.  Joan responded that numerous parks and home lots 
in St. John are suffering from drainage problems due to poor grading and improper 
inspections.  
 
Joan indicated that she, Tom Redar, and Buck O’Day had visited the park numerous 
times; she feels that some ditch cleaning is also necessary for better drainage.  A ditch 
bucket is needed for the backhoe to complete this.    
 
Charles Sawyer also noted that the grass cutters are trying to cut grass while the ground 
is too wet and leaving deep impressions.  Eileen will call the grass cutting company. 
 
Heron Lake Park 
 
This item was dropped from the agenda.  
 
NEW BUSINESS  
 
St. John Garden Club 
 
Eileen summarized that the Garden Club is putting together a plan for Prairie West.  The 
Park Board will seek donations or assistance from the Town for materials.  Members of 
the Club will install the plantings.   
 
Parks - Pond Treatment  
 
Colin McNamara of McNamara Aquatic Weed Control explained that he is anxious to 
get out to the Prairie West pond to begin treatments as soon as his chemicals come in 
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around May 1; this treatment is estimated at $700.00.  The treatment for the other 
ponds would start in June, including copper treatments and dye.   
 
Last year, McNamara conducted 28 treatments on the three ponds (13 – Prairie West, 9 
– Lewis, and 6 for Homestead).  The chemical usage went up; 33.5 gallons were used 
on Prairie West, 10 more than the previous year.  Mr. McNamara explained that the dye 
is a non-toxic coloring, which stays in the lake and absorbs ultraviolet light to slow down 
the algae growth; this will allow him to reduce the copper treatment although the overall 
cost will not be reduced.  
 
Mr. McNamara noted that the other two ponds did well last year, and after about July, 
required only one further treatment.  He felt the program in Prairie West, which ended in 
September, should have continued a while longer.  Because of this, he was asked to 
submit this year’s bid by pond and by month.   
 
Paul Haller inquired about the new product, which was expected on the market this year.  
Mr. McNamara explained that the product, Floradone, may be available this summer, 
however it is still $400/quart.  He noted that Lilly’s patent expired last year and the new 
company is trying to reduce the price.  He felt it would be an excellent alternative at that 
time.   
 
Pricing for the annual bid was presented, based on last year’s chemical usage.  Last 
year’s maintenance was $1,300.00/month.  Because the Prairie West pond was 
designed as a shallow pond (mostly less than 8’ deep), and because nearby residents 
use fertilizers on their lawns which eventually run into the pond, it will probably always 
have an algae problem.   Mr. McNamara agreed that the aerators were helping.   
 
 Motion by Mary Anne Koke, seconded by Paul Haller, to continue the pond 

treatments with McNamara Aquatic Weed Control, per the monthly plan as 
submitted, for Prairie West at $1100.00/month, Homestead Acres at $280.00/month, 
and Louis Estates at $409.00/month. Passed unanimously on voice vote.  

 
Ventura Estates 
 
Eileen explained that a $54,000.00 Letter of Credit for Ventura Estates had expired.  
David Wickland will contact the Plan Commission to request the renewal, although it is 
uncertain what the funds were designated for.  There is no park there because the land 
that was offered for the park dedication is a swamp, which was not accepted.  
 
PROGRAMS 
 
Eileen provided information on Pam Zych’s programs at the Fitness Center.  P. Haller 
inquired what promotion is done to attract more interest in the programs.   
 
PAYMENT OF BILLS 
 
1106 Norma Yaeger   $60.00 
1107 Raymark   $11.25 
1108 Schilling Brothers $5.82 
1109 Carl Decker $50.00 
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1110 Nipsco $60.16 
1111 UAP/Richter  $140.00 
1112 Herman Monix  $250.00 
1113 Lake Central School  $15.00 
1114 Bruce Septic  $415.00 
 
 Motion by Paul Haller, seconded by Joan Millis, to approve the bills as read. Passed 

unanimously on voice vote. 
 
ANY AND ALL BUSINESS 
 
Joan reminded that Board that the Keilman lease for Boys Baseball has been paid to 
Tom and Vivian Keilman.  Boys Baseball has provided a certificate of insurance.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion by Paul Haller, seconded by Joan Millis, to adjourn the meeting at 7:47 p.m. 
 
   
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
By: /s/ Norma R. Yaeger 
Recording Secretary 
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