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The Park Board of the Town of St. John met on this date with the following members 
present: 
 
Attendee 1,  Eileen Butcher Attendee 4, Mary Anne Koke  
Attendee 2,  Joan Millis Attendee 5, David Wickland, Attorney  
Attendee 3,  Paul Haller Attendee 6,    
 
The following members absent: 
 
Absent 1, Fred Kish, Council Liaison Absent 4 
Absent 2,   Absent 5 
Absent 3,   Absent 6 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
The monthly meeting was called to order at 7:10 p.m. with the recitation of the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
  
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES  
 
Approval of the minutes of the January 25 meeting was deferred until the next meeting. 
 
OLD BUSINESS  
 
St. John Heartland Park 
 
No items were presented for discussion. 
 
Basketball Court (Homestead Acres/Lancer Estate) 
 
Action is waiting on a source of funding. 
 
Sun Meadows Easement Encroachment  
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Paul Haller indicated that Ken Gembala declined to conduct the survey due to his work 
schedule.  Eileen suggested that the local universities be contacted for a 
recommendation for a student to conduct the survey; she will contact Purdue and 
Indiana University. 
 
1999 Lawn Care 
 
Four bids were received: 
 
Touch of Grass $5200 / month (up from $4500 last year) 
T & J Lawn 
Maintenance 

$5550 / month 

Ed Czerwinski $8700 / month 
Ultimate Lawn 
Care 

$4000 / month 

 
Mary Anne Koke asked whether each bid was for the same amount of acreage in the 
parks; Joan Millis confirmed that each had received the same specifications.  Eileen 
Butcher suggested that the bids be taken under advisement so that the references can 
be checked.   A special meeting may be called to award the bid, since grass cutting 
starts in April.   
 
East Park Complex Wind Damage 
 
This has been taken care of and the insurance company has been contacted.  
 
NEW BUSINESS  
 
White Oak Manor Park 
 
Joan Millis noted that the 4-acre park has been deeded and accepted by the Park 
Board.  Since the developer has graded the park, but is not required to re-seed it, she 
suggested using the leftover seed for this park.  Herman Monix recommended renting a 
machine to make slits in the ground to place the seed.  The cost of the machine rental, 
Herman’s time for one day, plus additional fertilizer is estimated not to exceed $600.00.  
Eileen Butcher inquired whether weed prevention could be done at the same time; this is 
not recommended.  Paul Haller inquired whether this park was included in the grass 
cutting bids; it was.   
 
 Motion by Mary Anne Koke, seconded by Joan Millis, to approve the expense of 

seeding of White Oak Manor Park, not to exceed $600.00. Passed unanimously on 
voice vote.  

 
Heron Lake Park 
 
Joan Millis explained that this development has not received any building permits due to 
a number of deficiencies (see page 1, Kenn Kraus letter of 2/19/99 to Michael Grace, 
President, Plan Commission).  Joan has had several meetings with Mr. Muenich, Mr. 
Arzumanian, Tim Foley, Tom Redar, and Kenn Kraus.  The developer felt that the park 
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was already graded and deeded, however Joan’s research shows that park deed was 
signed but undated and un-notarized.  The property and tax responsibility remains in Mr. 
Arzumanian’s name, according to county records.   
 
The road to the park is on an easement owned by the School Corporation; the School 
has not given permission to use the road so the park is inaccessible.  Kenn Kraus and 
Joan walked the park last week where they found some used furniture and evidence of 
campfires.   
 
Kenn Kraus’ letter is going to the Plan Commission next week listing three options: 
 
1) not accept the park until access it established through Heron Lake on Osage Road 

or via Knickerbocker in Heron Park; 
 
2) the school grant an easement to Mr. Arzumanian for access (currently used only for 

school buses) 
 
3) set a time limit for completion of the park in case the subdivision is not completed; 

about 200’ of sidewalks is also needed adjacent to Osage Drive.  
 
A previous completion certificate states that the park was partially graded and partially 
seeded in 1996 (30%), but the park has not been maintained since then.  
 
Mary Anne Koke suggested a time frame of 18 months; Joan Millis felt this was too 
short. Eileen Butcher noted that the development has already had several years to work 
on the park.  Joan Millis suggested 24 months; Eileen Butcher and Paul Haller 
concurred.  The developer has agreed to fix the deficiencies in Phase II by June 30, 
1999; however, the park is in Phase III which has not yet been reviewed by the Plan 
Commission.  
 
 Motion by Paul Haller, seconded by Mary Anne Koke, to accept the 

recommendations of Kenn Kraus regarding Heron Lake Units 1, 2, and 3, and to set 
a time frame of 24 months, i.e., March 1, 2001. Passed unanimously on voice vote.  

 
REPORTS 
 
For the period of December 1 – January 19 for Men’s Basketball 
 
Income: $90.00 
Expenses: $45.00 
Earned $45.00 
 
For the period of January 26 – February 16 for Men’s Basketball 
 
Income: $149.00 
Expenses: $ 60.00 
Earned $ 89.00 
 
For the period of December 11 – January 22 for Coed Volleyball 
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Income: $94.00 
Expenses: $20.00 
Earned $74.00 
 
For the period of January 29 – February 5 for Coed Volleyball 
 
Income: $51.00 
Expenses: $10.00 
Earned $41.00 
 
Eileen Butcher reminded the Board that the fund for “Fit for Kids” goes to the Fitness 
Center. 
 
PAYMENT OF BILLS 
 
548 D & C Fence $300.00 
547 Nipsco $42.62 
546 Carl Decker $40.00 
545 Norma Yaeger $60.00 
544 Norma Yaeger $30.00 
 
 Motion by Joan Millis, seconded by Mary Anne Koke, to approve the bills as read. 

Passed unanimously on voice vote. 
 
ANY AND ALL BUSINESS 
 
Eileen Butcher presented requests from Boys’ Baseball and Girls’ Softball to sponsor 
teams.  A Boy’s Baseball team sponsorship for an instructional t-ball league costs 
$225.00.  The Girls’ Softball team sponsorship costs $250.00. 
 
 Motion by Mary Anne Koke, seconded by Joan Millis, to sponsor a t-ball instructional 

league at $225.00. Passed unanimously on voice vote.  
 
 Motion by Mary Anne Koke, seconded by Joan Millis, to sponsor a girls’ softball team 

for $250.00. Passed unanimously on voice vote. 
 
Joan Millis noted that it is time to send a letter to the youth baseball leaders regarding 
the payment of taxes on the Keilman property.  
 
Eileen Butcher noted that it is time to request bids for porta-potties for the summer. 
 
Eileen Butcher noted that she had received a letter from Bob Meyers requesting that the 
age for young people to attend the Fitness Center without an adult be lowered from 18 
to 15 years.  The parent wanted his 15-year-old son to be able to go there to work out.  
The Town Council has already addressed the question and taken steps to lower the 
age.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
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Motion by Mary Anne Koke, seconded by Joan Millis, to adjourn the meeting at 7:44 
p.m. 
 
   
Respectfully submitted, 
 
By: /s/ Norma R. Yaeger 
Recording Secretary 
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