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The Park Board of the Town of St. John met on this date with the following members 
present: 
 
Attendee 1, Joan Millis Attendee 4, Paul Haller     
Attendee 2, Mary Anne Koke Attendee 5,   
Attendee 3, Eileen Butcher Attendee 6,   
 
The following members absent: 
 
Absent 1,  Absent 4 
Absent 2,         Absent 5 
Absent 3,         Absent 6 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
The November 4th meeting was called to order at 7:07 p.m. followed by the recitation of 
the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Motion by Paul Haller, seconded by Eileen Butcher, to approve the minutes of the 
October 7th meeting. Passed.  Joan Millis abstained due to her absence on 10/7/97.  
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Amended and Restated Bond Resolution #PK 97-09-18C 
 
David Wickland explained that the repayment scheduled was slightly different in its 
finalized form.  The bond counsel recommended that the Park Board adopt the following 
revisions: 
 
♦ A change in the date of the first payment.  The developer will be paying $120,000 

annually for the bonds at the rate of 125% of the annual debt service.  However, 
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calculations show that there will not be enough money to make the first bond 
payment, due to the insufficient lease payments received up to that time.  The first 
payment will be deferred until July 15, 1999.  The new repayment schedule is shown 
on page 3. 

 
♦ In the event that insufficient funds are available on deposit, the Town may make a 

temporary loan to the Park Board.  Each September, when the Town makes budget 
appropriations, there must be sufficient funds on hand to make the next two 
payments on the bond issue (July 1 and January 1), as required by law. 

 
♦ Page 15 records today's date for the adoption of the amended resolution. 
 
 Motion by Mary Anne Koke, seconded by Eileen Butcher, to accept the amended 

and restated resolution PK 97-09-18C. Passed unanimously. 
 
As this is not a public meeting, remonstrances were deferred to be heard under "Any & 
All."  
 
St. John Heartland Park  
 
Joan Millis presented drawings of the proposed layout of ball fields, bike and walking 
trails, a concession and pavilion with additional parking near White Oak, a Babe Ruth 
field, a soccer field, and girls softball fields with another concession stand. 
 
Paul Haller felt that too much land was devoted to baseball.  Joan Millis explained that 
the East Park softball fields would be replaced by these new fields, and that the teams, 
both adult and youth, play from May to October.  The organized teams have a 
commitment from the Town of St. John and take precedence over use by the general 
public.  E. Butcher expressed her preference for a playground area. There are no plans 
for the wooded area.   
 
Paul Haller inquired whether the Park Board would be responsible for staffing the 
pavilion and concession stand.  Joan Millis noted that other towns collect 15-20% from 
the concessions.  Paul further inquired about the cleanup costs; the Park Board will be 
responsible for cleanup.  He then inquired whether any space could be available in the 
Ice Arena; there is none.  Joan Millis noted that the property north of Heartland Park 
may become available.  Mary Anne Koke suggested that the house could be used as a 
meeting room.  Joan Millis suggested that Paul compile a list of activities or uses for 
senior citizens.  
 
Joan Millis noted that the land has been divided into two lots.  
 
Parks Grass Cutting 
 
This item is being left on the agenda for discussion after the first of the year.  
 
Nipsco Environmental Challenge Fund 
 
The Lake County Drainage Board approved the request that was part of the Nipsco 
grant.  No response on the grant has been received. 

 2 



 
New Playground Equipment 
 
New information on playground equipment from Great Lakes Recreational Supply, Inc. 
was distributed for review for Lantern View Park.  The equipment is similar to that 
available from NuToys, but no costing comparison has been done yet; catalogues are 
available for review.  Paul Haller noted that the recycled materials are more expensive, 
but Mary Anne Koke noted that grant monies are available to offset the higher expense.  
No equipment purchase is scheduled for Prairie West until the appropriate grading can 
be completed.  A determination on the purchase of the equipment must be made at the 
December meeting.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Resolution #PK 97-11-04 Additional Appropriations 
 
This resolution for additional appropriations for $15,000 for park equipment has been 
advertised. 
 
 Motion by Eileen Butcher, seconded by Mary Anne Koke, to approve Resolution 97-

11-04 for additional appropriations for park equipment. Passed unanimously. 
 
REPORTS 
 
Programs 
 
Monies spent and received for each program for the months of September and October 
were presented.  Aerobics is -$79.00, basketball is +$101.00, and volleyball is +$76.00.  
 
PAYMENT OF BILLS 
 
Joan Millis presented the following bills for payment:  
 
2183 Norma Yaeger $60.00 Recording secretary 
2184 K-Mart $1.09 Receipt books 
2185 Ruim Equipment $43.43 Tractor repair 
2187 Leon Fisher $49.00 Blueprint copies 
2188 Pam Zych $80.00 Aerobics 
2189 Carl Decker $50.00 Basketball 
2190 Sue Hynek $100.00 Aerobics 
2191 Deb Rokosz $125.00 Aerobics 
2192 Teri Wilson $15.00 Postage 
2193 Post Tribune $8.23 Legal advertising 
2194 The Times $9.19 Legal advertising 
2195 Nipsco $42.62 Dusk to dawn light 
2196 St. John Municipal Utilities $20.00 Water – East Park 
2197 Rick Rock $150.00 Prairie West fountain 
 
 Motion by Mary Anne Koke, seconded by Paul Haller, to pay all bills as submitted. 

Passed unanimously. 
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ANY AND ALL  
 
Board Matters 
 
Joan Millis distributed copies of a letter regarding an application for a grant. 
 
Paul Haller inquired about the status of the YMCA.  Joan Millis felt this was still pending. 
 
David Wickland suggested that the Park Board fix the public hearing on the sale of the 
bonds for Monday, November 24 at noon. 
 
Motion by Paul Haller, seconded by Eileen Butcher, to set the date for the public hearing 
on the sale of the bonds for Monday, November 24 at 12:00 noon. Passed unanimously. 
 
Residents' Matters 
 
Joe Hero, 11723 South Oak Ridge Dr, St. John presented reasons for his opposition to 
Resolution PK 97-09-18C and previous resolutions relating to the bonds for Heartland 
Park. 
 
- The lease for the park was not fairly entered into; 
- The project was started before sufficient competitive bids could be obtained; 
- The means to obtain the lease that is the income stream for these bonds are invalid; 
- It is unfair to make the income stream support the bonds because the best deal was 

not obtained, thus increasing the cost to taxpayers; 
- The potential taxes on the property are estimated by Mr. Hero at $150,000 annually; 

if a 50- or 75-year agreement is entered into with abatements or tax relief, the loss to 
the Town totals in excess of $10 million, with residents making up the shortfall. 

 
Eileen Butcher responded that the $150,000 estimate was too high, and the Town would 
only receive 20-25% of the money.  David Wickland noted that, based on the Town 
officials' conversations with the township assessor and the county assessor, the tax bill 
would be in the range of $90,000.  However, only a small percentage would come to the 
Town of St. John; the balance would go to other programs throughout the county and 
the state.   
 
David Wickland further noted that because the Ice Rink is municipal property, there will 
be no real estate taxes; the Ice Rink developer has agreed to pay the Park Board 
approximately $25,000 annually, about the same amount the Town would receive if it 
were taxable. 
 
Mr. Hero further felt that the services of a commercial facility would not be provided free 
to St. John residents.  He felt illegal meetings may have been conducted to get the issue 
accomplished.  The cost of the project will exceed $11 million over 75 years.  Tonight's 
resolution is invalid and unlawful because the original resolutions did not allow for the 
first two payments; action taken tonight to resolve that should be considered null and 
void because it was done so without a public hearing or receiving public comment. 
Improvements made on the facility have been done so prior to the bond, which is 
inappropriate.  The Town has used sewer funds to forward the project, which he 
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interpreted as a cost to himself, with no return interest or no intent to repay the funds.  
He objected that tonight's resolution was not available prior to the meeting.  He 
requested that the minutes reflect his remonstrance and be forwarded to the State 
Board of Tax Commissioners for review of the handling of this project.   
 
Joan Millis responded that Mr. Hero was welcome to forward materials to the State 
Board of Accounts.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion by Eileen Butcher, seconded by Paul Haller, to adjourn the meeting at 7:50 p.m. 
Passed unanimously. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
By: /s/ Norma R. Yaeger 
Recording Secretary 
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