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The Park Board of the Town of St. John met on this date with the following members 
present: 
 
Attendee 1, Joan Millis Attendee 4, David Wickland, Attorney   
Attendee 2, Mary Anne Koke Attendee 5, Fred Kish, Council Liaison 
Attendee 3, Eileen Butcher Attendee 6, Paul Speer, Municipal Finance 

Consulting Services (guest)  
 
The following members absent: 
 
Absent 1, Paul Haller        Absent 4 
Absent 2,         Absent 5 
Absent 3,         Absent 6 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
The September 2nd meeting was called to order at 7:15 p.m. after relocating to another 
room in the Municipal Building.  This meeting was not tape-recorded. 
 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 
 
Motion by Mary Anne Koke, seconded by Eileen Butcher, to approve the minutes of the 
August 5th meeting. Passed. 
 
Motion by Eileen Butcher, seconded by Joan Millis, to approve the memo of discussion 
from the August 28th Executive Meeting. Passed. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Prairie West Fountain 
 
Joan Millis announced that Crystal Palace will charge $150.00 to pull, clean, and store 
the fountain this fall.  The aerators will remain in place.  
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 Motion: by E. Butcher, seconded by Mary Anne Koke, to approve the action and 

expense for the winter maintenance of the fountain.  Passed. 
 
St. John Heartland Park  
 
Joan Millis has talked with Judy Companik whether the $675.00 monthly income from 
the rental of the home at the park could be used for playground equipment.  It will be 
earmarked for the Park Board.  Joan Millis also referred to matching grant money 
available from Lake County Solid Waste Management for playground equipment using 
recycled materials.  This would only be available during the period July 1st to December 
31st.  David Wickland offered to speak to John Taylor about the possible uses for the 
funds. Mary Anne Koke recalled playground funds being set aside in 1990-91 when 
Mike Adams was chairman of the Park Board.  D. Wickland will check on the status of 
the funds. 
  
Parks Grass Cutting 
 
Joan Millis presented quotes for grass cutting from Tidy Lawn Care in Crown Point and 
Dean's Lawn and Landscaping in Highland.  The prices ranged from $31/acre to 
$50/acre.  The Board concluded that the in-house expense was not out of line.  
  
Nipsco Environmental Challenge Fund 
 
Copies of the proposal prepared by Eileen Butcher to apply for Nipsco funds were 
distributed ("Bull Run Creek Native Grass and Wildflower Enhancement Project").  The 
grant asks for $5,000,00 to develop a 5-year plan to preserve the natural resources and 
wetlands along Bull Run Creek, to develop walking trails for educational purposes, and 
to encourage environmental awareness.  Gardening clubs will be asked to assist with 
the flowers.  Joan reported that NIPSCO has requested a further breakdown of the 
funds, which must be submitted by September 5. 
 
New Playground Equipment 
 
Joan Millis provided prices for the NuToys playground installation Option 4, "Recycled 
Playventure w/ Tenderdecks", in the amount of $56,491.00.  She has been advised that 
no additional playground equipment bids will be necessary as there would not be a 
comparable vendor; NuToys will be considered the preferred vendor.  The Park Board 
would like to do the first installation in Prairie West or Lantern View.  Grant money from 
Lake County Solid Waste, Park Development Funds or the rental income would be used 
for this purchase. 
 
 Motion by Mary Anne Koke, seconded by Eileen Butcher, to approve the purpose of 

playground equipment from NuToys Leisure Products using recycled materials. 
Passed unanimously. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
(a) Declaratory Resolution #PK 97-09-02A: Construct and Improve Certain Property; 

and 
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(b) Declaratory Resolution #PK 97-09-02B: Issue Special Taxing District Bonds. 
 
David Wickland reviewed the two resolutions, part of the plan for Heartland Park.  The 
Town has contracted for the construction of the $6 million Ice Arena; the title for the 
land, excluding the footprint of the Ice Arena, will be conveyed to the Park Board before 
9/18.  The improvements for the Ice Arena, i.e., parking, sewer, and water, will be 
covered by the $1.1 million bonds to be issued by the Park Board. David Wickland noted 
that Paul Speer of MFCS, and the Bingham, Summers ,Welsh, and Spillman Law Firm 
of Indianapolis are serving as professional advisors to the project.  
 
He noted that the bonds will provide a cushion for the anticipated expenses, including 
the attorneys' fees and the ball diamonds.  The 20-year bonds will be paid for by the 
revenues (set at 125% of the bond payment) from the Ice Arena operators in lieu of 
taxes; the lease agreement will assign all revenues to the Park Board.  The first 
resolution authorizes construction of the project.  The second resolution authorizes the 
bond issue to pay for the improvements and debt service on the bond.  When the bonds 
are paid, then all revenues will accrue to the Town; when the lease ends, the arena 
becomes the Town's property.  A public hearing will be held at 5:30 PM on Sept. 18.  
 
He further explained that there will be three resolutions at the public hearing: the bond, 
the appropriation, and the confirmatory resolutions.  Paul Speer clarified that the 
resolutions are not an obligation to sell bonds, only an "affirmation of intent."  
 
 Motion by Mary Anne Koke, seconded by Joan Millis, to approve Declaratory 

Resolutions Nos. PK 97-09-02A and PK 97-09-02B. Passed unanimously.  Park 
Board members signed the copies.  

 
REPORTS  
 
Programs 
 
Joan Millis indicated she was working on the contracts for the basketball and volleyball 
programs; she will present these at the October meeting.   
 
PAYMENT OF BILLS 
 
Joan Millis presented the following bills for payment:  
 
  
1747 Norma Yaeger $60.00 Recording secretary 
1748 Leon Fisher $21.00 Blueprints 
1749 Nipsco $45.96 Dusk to dawn lights 
1750 St. John Municipal Utilities $20.00 Water at East Park 
1751 Austgen Electric $348.00 Electrical work at fountain 
1752 CD Technologies $315.00 Software manual 
1753 Lake Central School Corporation $307.50 School rental for programs 
1754 Service Sanitation $423.00 Porta-potties until 9/9/97 
1755 Ruim Equipment $1395.00 Tractor 
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 Motion by Mary Anne Koke, seconded by Eileen Butcher, to pay claims 1747 
through 1755. Passed unanimously. 

 
Joan Millis noted that the Schererville Soccer League will pay one month's expenses for 
the porta-potties. 
 
ANY AND ALL 
 
Mary Anne Koke reviewed the request of the resident who appeared at last month's 
meeting to purchase part of Sun Meadows park because of its poor appearance.  She 
noted that owners around the perimeter of the park have encroached on the park with 
their gardens, vehicles, and playground equipment, and asked how the Park Board 
could reclaim it.  David Wickland suggested that Kenn Kraus be asked to survey it and 
re-establish the lines.  He will review the results and prepare a letter to the homeowners 
to notify them of the extent of the encroachment. 
 
 Motion by Mary Anne Koke, seconded by Eileen Butcher, to authorize David 

Wickland to pursue the delineation of the boundary of Sun Meadows with a survey 
and determine the cost. Passed.  

 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion by Mary Anne Koke, seconded by Eileen Butcher, to adjourn the meeting at 8:25 
p.m. Passed unanimously. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
By: /s/ Norma R. Yaeger 
Recording Secretary 
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