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The Park Board of the Town of St. John met on this date with the following members 
present: 
 
Attendee 1, Joan Millis Attendee 4,  
Attendee 2, Mary Anne Koke  Attendee 5, Fred Kish, Council Liaison  
Attendee 3, Eileen Butcher Attendee 6,   
 
The following members absent: 
 
Absent 1, Paul Haller      Absent 4 
Absent 2,        Absent 5 
Absent 3,       Absent 6 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
The December 17th meeting was called to order with the recitation of the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Mary Anne Koke suggested that the approval of the minutes of the December 3rd 
meeting be tabled until the January meeting.  Joan Millis noted that she had a correction 
to submit at that time.  
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Central Park  - Joan Millis noted that the house at Central Park has been leased to Fred 
and Teresa Kish for $675.00/month, effective January 1, 1997 for one year; a $500.00 
deposit was paid.  Hicksgas will establish a separate contract; Nipsco will establish 
electric service.  Homeowners insurance has been purchased, with the Town of St. John 
listed as an added insured, per the requirements of the lease.  Pets will not be allowed, 
and the propane gas tank must be filled upon the departure of the tenant.  The tenant 
will also maintain the grassy area around the home.  
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Joan Millis noted that surveyors have begun work for the ice arena.  Kenn Kraus is 
working on the plan, and the rezoning is under consideration by the Town Council.  The 
current plan is for the Park Board to own the land and the investors to own the building, 
leasing the property from the Park Board.  Site costs (still undetermined) will be the 
responsibility of the Park Board.  Eileen Butcher expressed her hope that the site costs 
not be a burden to the citizens of St. John, that the lease payments would cover the 
costs incurred, whether by bonding or some other means. She preferred that the taxes 
not be increased to cover any site costs.  
 
Joan Millis suggested having a contest among school children to name the park.  A 
notice will be placed in the Clerk's Office regarding the contest, and notices will be sent 
to Kolling, Lake Central, and St. John Evangelist by Joan Millis.  A range of prizes was 
discussed, including a savings bond, pizza party, bike, or a gift certificate to a 
restaurant, possibly donated by a local merchant.  A family pizza party for up to 10 
people was selected as the prize.  Nominations will be considered at the February 4th 
Park Board meeting, with the decision to be announced at the March meeting.   
 
Five-Year Master Plan - Joan Millis noted that Storrow and Kinsella will attend the 
January 7th meeting and bring a draft of their report.    
 
Impact Fees - Joan Millis noted that the Impact Fee Advisory Committee would be 
meeting immediately following this meeting to discuss finances and valuations for 
developed and undeveloped land.  
 
Prairie West Fountains - Joan Millis indicated that three proposals were solicited for the 
fountains.  She reviewed the contents of the various bids from Century Rain, Crystal 
Palace Perennials, and Caribbean Pools (formerly Wicker Gardens).  She noted the 
various costs for equipment, fountains (above water level water movement), and/or 
aerators/diffusers (underwater movement), electrical requirements, "blue vail" to shade 
the weeds, and warranties; no installation or electrical charges were included in any of 
the bids.  Prices ranged from $3,200.00 to $12,840.00.  
 
Mary Anne Koke noted that any purchase decision is dependent on the Park Board 
receiving the December draw prior to December 31st.  Joan Millis would submit a 
purchase order for approval by the Town Council for immediate purchase.  If the draw is 
not received, no purchase would be made.  
 
 Motion by Mary Anne Koke, seconded by Eileen Butcher, to accept the Crystal 

Palace Perennials.  Proposal to purchase two diffuser manifolds, tubing, 1/3 
horsepower compressor, fittings, a Cacso 2 horsepower fountain, blue vail, shipping, 
and installation. With the Town to provide electrical work if possible, within the range 
of $3,200.00 to not more than $6,000.00. Passed unanimously.  

 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Joan Millis received applications for Nipsco grants from their environmental fund for up 
to $10,000.oo seed money; these must be returned by February 15th.  Joan noted that 
the money could be used for new projects for natural resource enhancement (wetlands, 
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prairies, water quality, and wildlife habitat improvements).  She expected some 
assistance from the Planning and Zoning Office. 
 
Eileen Butcher noted that the Crystal Palace staff is cooperating in a program with the 
Garden Club of America to place a garden maze playground.  It has different levels of 
grass, with a mound in the center for parental supervision, with very little maintenance 
required.  The Garden Club would like to hold a fall festival fundraiser; funds would be 
split to cover maintenance of the park, and they've also offered to provide small trees.    
 
Joan Millis noted she also had an application from the Department of Natural Resources 
for "Hometown Indiana" matching funds, which is due December 20th.   
 
Joan Millis noted that she will try to have Ordinance No. 890 amended by the end of the 
year to change the rates for the exercise activities.  These have been posted at the 
various sites.  
 
REPORTS 
 
Parks - No reports were presented.  
 
PAYMENT OF BILLS 
 
Joan Millis presented the following bills for payment:  
(Asterisked items will be paid from the Park Development Fund) 
 
2512 Norma Yaeger $30.00 Recording secretary 
2513 Leon Fisher $7.00 Bond copies for survey 
2514* Pflum Klausmeier $2,121.82 Impact fees 
2515 Times $18.56 Ads for farmland 
2516 Times $16.66 Legal ad for house rental 
2517 Nipsco $66.12 Dusk to dawn lights 
2518* Storrow & Kinsella $1,000.00 5-year master plan 
2519 CD Technologies $181.00 Printer, remainder paid by 

Streets Department 
 
 Motion by Mary Anne Koke, seconded by Eileen Butcher, to approve and pay the 

bills as presented. Passed unanimously. 
 
ANY AND ALL  
 
No topics were presented for discussion. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion by Eileen Butcher, seconded by Joan Millis, to adjourn the meeting at 7:40 p.m. 
Passed unanimously. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
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By: /s/ Norma R. Yaeger 
Recording Secretary 
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