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The Park Board of the Town of St. John met on this date with the following members 
present: 
 
Attendee 1,  Joan Millis Attendee 4,  Fred Kish, Council Liaison   
Attendee 2,  Paul Haller Attendee 5,        
Attendee 3,  Shirley Hawkins Attendee 6,   
 
The following members absent: 
 
Absent 1, Mary Anne Koke      Absent 4 
Absent 2,        Absent 5 
Absent 3,       Absent 6 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
The September 3rd meeting was called to order at 7:11 PM with the recitation of the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
PRESENTATION 
  
Joan Millis welcomed members of the Munster Troop 289, St. John Spit Fires 4-H Club, 
and Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church Youth Group.  She reviewed their various 
contributions to the Town of St. John, including making and installing signs, planting 
trees, and building and installing birdhouses.  Each youth was presented with a plaque, 
and photos were taken to record the occasion.  Sincere thanks were extended to every 
helper and to those who were unable to attend for their much-appreciated contributions. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Motion by Shirley Hawkins, seconded by Paul Haller, to approve the minutes of the 
August 6th meeting as submitted. Passed unanimously. 
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OLD BUSINESS 
 
Five-Year Master Plan - Joan Millis distributed copies of Addendum 1 as discussed at 
last month's meeting.  She announced that Storrow & Kinsella and Klausmeier are 
scheduled to come to St. John the week of September 23.  They will meet with the Town 
Council, the Town Attorney, and members of the Park Board.  They are also expected to 
attend the Park Board's October meeting; their draft is expected to be completed by 
December, '96.  
 
Central Park - Joan Millis distributed copies of the two appraisals received on the home 
on the land purchased for Central Park.  The Wheeler appraisal cost $100; the Willie & 
Steiner appraisal cost $150.  A fair market value for the rental was agreed upon by the 
appraisers and stated in a joint letter at $750/month.  The appraisal will go before the 
Town Council meeting on September 23 (because the money is coming from the Park 
Development Fund), and the Park Board will make its approval at its October meeting.  
Shirley Hawkins noted that there are two homes on the property; the one to the north is 
being rented.  Joan Millis offered to plan a visit for interested members (those present 
agreed to meet at 9:00 a.m. on Monday, September 9th).  She also noted that the 
driveway would be paved to the home and the pole barns.   
 
Austgen Electric submitted a bid and has installed another meter to separate the house 
readings from the two pole barns.  A survey by Hardesty Engineering was completed on 
the property.  Joan Millis noted that the title is still in the Town's hands, and will be 
handed over to the Park Board at a later date.  Bids for rental of the home and the land 
will be solicited by advertising. 
 
Drinking Fountains at Prairie West, Schillton Hills and Homestead Park - Joan Millis 
noted that in Prairie West, the concrete has been broken to lay the pipes to install the 
drinking fountains on September 4th.  Schillton Hills is still incomplete; Homestead Park 
is back in working condition.  Shirley Hawkins questioned installing the fountains so late 
in the season.   
 
Drinking fountains in isolated parks have suffered the most damage.  Joan Millis noted 
that the volleyball nets had been shredded in Homestead Park and were completely 
removed today.  Paul Haller suggested asking for help to monitor the park and its 
amenities.  
 
Equipment: Larimer Park - Joan Millis noted that the price of the Lifetime Whirl at 
$1,791.00 (10ft/diameter) exceeded the cost to allow acquisition with one bid, i.e., 
$11200.00.  She felt it would be difficult to secure additional bids for similar items, and 
noted that the junior whirl (6 ft/diameter) could be acquired for $992.00 without 
additional bids. 
 
 MOTION by Paul Haller, seconded by Shirley Hawkins, to substitute the purchase of 

the Junior Whirl (#300) in place of the Lifetime Whirl (#302). Passed unanimously.  
 
Fitness Programs - Joan Millis noted that Fit for Kids is scheduled to begin in October.  
Pam Zych will continue doing the volleyball on Friday nights.  Carl Decker will do the 
basketball program.  Millis indicated she had met with Patty Camero, but that she 
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wanted to offer the program at her gym in Dyer.  Ms. Millis expressed a preference to 
keep the program in St. John at Kolling School.   
 
She has also visited with Becky Matea, a consultant who hires out instructors; her 
aerobics instructors cost $30/hr.  The Town would sign a one-year contract with her to 
provide instructors to help promote the program.  Joan Millis also talked to Sue Rooker 
at Tri-Town Y, who expressed some interest.  She will continue to meet with candidates 
to learn more about their programs and approaches.   
 
A review of the records shows that 6-20 people attended the aerobics program.  Paul 
Haller suggested setting a minimum attendance of 20-25; such a change in the 
financing would have to be approved by the Town Council.  Joan Millis suggested 
charging a monthly fee to encourage attendance at the aerobics program.  Shirley 
Hawkins expressed her displeasure at the loss of $500.00 on the program last year, 
noting that the funds could be better used other ways for children's activities in the 
community, as opportunities for adult aerobics are more broadly available.   
 
There was some question whether St. John was competing with other local 
communities' programs.  Shirley Hawkins suggested starting the program now, with re-
evaluation at the first of the year to measure attendance and income.  
 
NEW BUSINESS  
 
Paul Haller displayed a copy of a book on impact fees he borrowed from an attorney.  
The book states that impact fees can be designated to cover many facets of community 
expenses: sewers, recreation and parks, roads and bridges, drainage and flood control, 
water treatment and distribution (as set up by Indiana House Bill 1467).  
 
He also noted that a commission has to be established to include the Board of Zoning 
Appeals, and the Plan Commission; 40% of the commission must be developers.  He 
suggested that the program could be long and drawn out, and rather complicated; he 
expressed a preference to return to the practice of developers providing contributions to 
buy equipment for the parks.   
 
Paul Haller also felt that the impact fees might eliminate the ability to negotiate with 
developers; J. Millis noted that negotiation is not part of the impact fee program.  She 
noted that the current method is not satisfactory because, for example, the developer of 
Starwood Estates should have been accountable for $22,400.00, not the $18,000.00 
that has been offered.  Mr. Haller expressed a preference for the Park Board to use their 
power to make an "accept or reject" recommendation to the Town Council for approval.  
 
Shirley Hawkins questioned whether a Town applying for impact fees gets funds for 
infrastructure; Fred Kish indicated that St. John has elected to use the funds just for the 
parks.  Joan Millis noted that the proposal to Klausmeier is only for parks, and 
suggested that Board members bring their questions to the meeting scheduled the week 
of September 23rd with Klausmeier, Storrow & Kinsella.  Paul Haller reiterated his desire 
to have the funds spent on the interpretation of the fees returned to the Park Board; this 
would not be possible.  
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REPORTS 
 
Parks - No additional information was reported. 
 
PAYMENT OF BILLS 
 
Joan Millis presented the following bills for payment:  
 
1667 Hardesty Surveying $1,500.00 (park development fund) 
1740 Norma Yaeger $30.00 Recording secretary 
1741 Avalon Petroleum $92.56 Gas and diesel fuel 
1742 Avalon Petroleum $125.10 Gas and diesel fuel 
1743 J & S Photo $12.48 Photo development 
1744 Nipsco $25.08  
1745 Nipsco $17.54  
1746 Cowser Construction $235.00 Concrete for drinking fountains 
1747 Bruce Septic $165.00  
1748 Bruce Septic $295.00  
 
 MOTION by Paul Haller, seconded by Shirley Hawkins, to approve and pay the bills 

as presented. Passed unanimously. 
 
 
ANY AND ALL  
 
Prairie West - Larry Carruthers of 9352 W. Oakridge Drive and Tom Bolan of 9460 W. 
Oakridge Drive, residents near Prairie West Park, appeared before the Board to inquire 
what was being done to improve the appearance of the pond.  Last year they used 
private equipment to drag the surface scum and seaweed out; the new tree plantings 
near the pond makes that procedure impossible this year.  Local residents are still very 
interested in the appearance of the pond, as it impacts the value of their homes and the 
use of the park for social and recreation uses.  Carruthers felt that the person hired to 
do treatments last year did not bring sufficient chemicals to make a lasting difference.  
Lawn fertilizers and the increased number of geese have increased the growth in the 
pond.   
 
Joan Millis inquired whether the purchase of a boat would help in dragging the pond; the 
residents felt that a boat would not provide enough power to dislodge the weeds.  It was 
suggested that a valve be installed to hold the water and create a deeper pond, and to 
install stone around the edge of the pond.  She offered to talk to Pete Monix, Director of 
Public Works, about deepening the pond.  The residents suggested that signs be 
posted to discourage people from feeding the geese.  There was some disagreement on 
the value of the geese as wildlife versus their aggressive and dirty habits, both in the 
park and in neighbors' yards.  
 
The residents inquired about the funding for the aerators approved last summer, 
however, the aerators cannot be installed until the pond is cleaned.  The residents 
offered to provide a cleaning crew if the Town would commit to a follow-up program with 
the right chemicals.  Ms. Millis reiterated that more funds should be available when the 
Impact Fee Program is started and when the home in Central Park is rented.   
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There was some discussion about the contours and depth of the lake, which was 
installed by Muenich at least 5 years ago and deeded to the Park Board.  Referring to 
cleaning the pavilion in the park, the residents noted that the sewer jet was ineffective 
and required extensive handwork to make it useable.  The gate idea, discussed earlier 
this summer, was not pursued due to the cost of the hinges and possible damage by 
children.  The residents inquired whether a fundraiser could be held to raise sufficient 
funds for park equipment and maintenance like Schererville or Dyer (e.g., corn roast, 
car wash, and garage sale).  Replacement equipment, not new, was placed in the parks 
this year.   
 
Joan Millis offered to talk to John Taylor of the Town Council to pursue future efforts to 
clean the pond.  Cleaning and aeration can be reviewed for action in the spring.  The 
residents offered to provide information on the chemicals suitable for ponds.  They 
recommended bringing in professionals to evaluate the pond; however this has been 
done numerous times without a satisfactory plan. 
 
ANY AND ALL 
 
Joan Millis presented these items: 
 
- St. John Brownie Troop 162 of 16 girls will be planting tulips at Prairie West on 

September 26th. 
 
- The porta-potty has been removed from Larimer; there is still one at East Park.  The 

Schererville soccer and St. John Evangelists pay rental for September and October. 
 
- Troop 550 that offered to put in the Turtle Island has been asked to hold off until the 

pond is improved. 
 
- The community bulletin board is being used to post messages from the Park Board 

(219 365-3155). 
 
- $20,000 was moved from the Park Development Fund as a temporary loan to the 

Park Board; it will be replaced when tax monies start coming in this fall. 
 
- It is not known when the money offered by Starwood Estates will be available. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion by Paul Haller, seconded by Shirley Hawkins, to adjourn the meeting at 8:25 
p.m. Passed unanimously. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
By: /s/ Norma R. Yaeger 
Recording Secretary 
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