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The Park Board of the Town of St. John met on this date with the following members 
present: 
 
Attendee 1,  Joan Millis Attendee 4, Shirley Hawkins   
Attendee 2,  Mary Anne Koke Attendee 5, Fred Kish, Council Liaison         
Attendee 3,  Paul Haller Attendee 6,   
 
The following members absent: 
 
Absent 1,     Absent 4 
Absent 2,       Absent 5 
Absent 3,       Absent 6 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
The June 4th meeting was called to order at 7:11 PM with the recitation of the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Motion by Shirley Hawkins, seconded by Paul Haller, to approve the minutes of the May 
14th meeting as submitted. Passed unanimously. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Five Year Master Plan - Joan Millis distributed copies of correspondence (4/29, 4/30, 
and 6/4) with Storrow & Kinsella Partnership, noting the materials that had been 
provided for their work and the revised working schedule on the Five Year Master Plan.   
She noted that they want to meet with the Park Board the week of June 17; all members 
of the Board are welcome to attend when the meeting has been scheduled.  The 
partners have also requested the names of other groups to meet while they are here; J. 
Millis has provided names of the youth groups, Chamber members, and civic 
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organizations such as the Lions Club.  John Kinsella also plans to attend the July 2 Park 
Board meeting.  The project is scheduled to be completed in August or September.  
 
Shirley Hawkins inquired whether the timing of the survey met the requirements of the 
grant application.   
 
Storrow & Kinsella's request for payment of $1500 is included in the payment of bills 
scheduled for later in the meeting.  
 
Central Park - Joan Millis noted that there is nothing to report; the two appraisals were 
not opened at the last Town Council meeting nor was the subject discussed.  P. Haller 
asked to know the amounts of appraisals, however, the matter is under negotiation by 
the Town Council.   
 
Patnoe and Sun Meadows Park Signs Troop #289 (Munster) - Joan Millis indicated that 
the signs have been completed and installed; a neighbor at Sun Meadows has offered 
to maintain and landscape the Sun Meadows sign.   
 
A bill for $279.48 was presented for all the materials needed for the two signs.  St. John 
Lions Club had offered to help with the expense but were discussing whether to commit 
the funds to an out-of-town organization.  Joan Millis asked the Board to consider paying 
the expense then investigating other sources. 
 
 Motion by Mary Anne Koke, seconded by Paul Haller, to guarantee payment to 

Troop #289 for two signs for Sun Meadows and Patnoe parks; any donations from 
other sources will be taken into consideration, with the Park Board covering an 
amount up to, but not to exceed, the actual cost.  Passed unanimously. 

 
Paul Haller suggested that the two Eagle Scouts, Greg Bobo and Jared McKinley, be 
recognized by the Park Board and the Town Council.  Joan Millis said that she had 
written a letter of thanks, and that William Anderson earlier had contributed the bird 
houses in Fairway and Sun Meadows parks.  Shirley Hawkins inquired whether the Park 
Board could issue its own press release.  Paul Haller suggested that certificates be 
prepared for presentation at the July or August Park Board meeting; he offered to frame 
them at no charge.  The Scouts have expressed their willingness to complete other 
projects.  
 
 Motion by Paul Haller, seconded by Mary Anne Koke, to prepare and frame 

certificates to recognize the Scouts. Passed unanimously.  
 
Prairie West Park and Schillton Hills Drinking Fountains - Joan Millis noted that neither 
fountain has been installed.  All the materials have been donated or purchased and are 
waiting for dry weather when heavy equipment can dig the necessary lines.   Public 
Works equipment and manpower will be used to complete the work as soon as feasible.   
 
Mary Anne Koke inquired whether the drinking fountain at Homestead would be 
repaired.  She noted that the line has been cut or removed to the fountain part beyond 
the faucet.  Joan Millis offered to investigate.  
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Mary Anne Koke inquired whether there was a way to petition quicker completion of the 
work required; the weather has been the limiting factor, prohibiting the use of heavy 
equipment and requiring extra grass cutting.  J. Millis noted that the drain tile in Prairie 
West also needs repair to drain properly.  Sufficient staff are on hand when the weather 
allows outdoor maintenance.   
 
Prairie West - Joan Millis received an alternative solution to keep the geese away from 
the pavilion from Mary Gruszczyk, a resident.  She suggested blocking the two sides 
facing the retention pond with an 8' rail and spindles; this would make the geese feel 
trapped and cause them to avoid that area.  There would then only be one way to get 
into the pavilion; this would also reduce the number of openings for children to get to the 
pond.  It was noted that $150 has already been approved for this project.   
 
Mary Anne Koke inquired whether the gates could be made smaller; however there must 
be sufficient access for picnic tables to be moved.  
 
Motion by Mary Anne Koke, seconded by Paul Haller, to reactivate the spending of $150 
to place spindles and rails along the west side of the Prairie West pavilion. Passed 
unanimously.  
 
Prairie West (continued) - Joan Millis noted that the algae is returning.  She provided a 
list of the chemicals used by Rob Berger last year to control the growth.  She suggested 
that application now during its blooming stage would control the algae.  Shirley Hawkins 
inquired whether an application would be available for Homestead Park to control algae 
there as well.  
 
Motion by Mary Anne Koke, seconded by Shirley Hawkins, to contact Rob Berger to 
repeat last year's chemical application to control the growth of the algae, at about the 
same cost as last year. Passed unanimously.  
 
Holy Shepherd Church Youth Group Tree Planting - Joan Millis noted that the group has 
completed the tree planting around the pavilion at Prairie West.  When the weather is 
drier, Public Works will mulch the trees.  It was suggested that this group should also be 
recognized with certificates for their service. 
 
Motion by May Anne Koke, seconded by Paul Haller, to prepare certificates of 
recognition for the Holy Shepherd Church Youth Group for their tree planting. Passed 
unanimously. 
 
St. John 4-HSpit Fire Birdhouses - Joan Millis noted that birdhouses had been placed at 
about eye level in Homestead Park.   
 
St. John Carnival - The Park Board had discussed holding a summer carnival put on by 
the Wabash Valley Shows.  John Taylor felt there was too short a time for the Park 
Board to coordinate the event scheduled for June 27-30, however, the St. John Fire 
Department may still host the event.  Shirley Hawkins expressed a negative reaction to 
hosting a carnival because of previous attacks on children that have occurred when 
carnivals come to town, since children often attend alone or unsupervised.   
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Joan Millis inquired whether the Park Board would be interested in alternating 
sponsorship every other year with the Fire Dept.  Booths for local groups would be 
available.  Joan Millis has a copy of the contract of the rides, food, and games if the 
Park Board wants to consider it for next year.  Shirley Hawkins reiterated her opposition 
to having carnivals in town.  She noted that St. John Evangelist's production uses local 
people to help work.  
 
REPORTS 
 
Parks - Mary Anne Koke noted that tables have been removed from the shelter by 
fishermen in Prairie West; she recommended that the tables be returned to the pavilion 
before the fencing is installed.  Austgen Electric has not been out to the park as 
expected. 
 
Fitness Program - The Kolling School programs have ended for the year.  The aerobics 
and volleyball programs lost money; fit-for-kids and basketball each made money.  Joan 
Millis suggested increasing the fees slightly, and perhaps finding another slot for the fit-
for-kids program, since there was a waiting list of kids unable to get into the program.  
She also noted that a new basketball coach will be needed for next season. 
   
PAYMENT OF BILLS 
 
Joan Millis presented the following bills for payment: 
 
#1136 Norma Yaeger $30.00 Recording secretary 
#1137 Jim’s Repair Service $3.95 Weed-eater 
#1138 Hall Signs $125.56 East Park Complex signs 
#1139 Ruim Equipment $154.52 Mower oil filters/blades 
#1140 Kevin Gates $30.00 Basketball 
#1141 Pam Zych $80.00 Volleyball & aerobics 
#1142 Nipsco $17.54 Dusk to dawn light 
#1143 Bruce’s Septic $322.81 Porta-potty floor repair 
#1144 Bruce’s Septic $245.00 Four porta-potties 
#1145 Storrow & Kinsella $1,500.00 Master Plan (park develop fund) 
  
Motion by Mary Anne Koke, seconded by Paul Haller, to accept the submitted bills as 
read. Passed unanimously.   
 
ANY AND ALL 
 
Vandalism - Shirley Hawkins expressed her displeasure with the ongoing vandalism in 
the parks.  She suggested that the Park Board get more involved in the Crime Watch 
programs near the parks by having a Park Board member be a member of the Crime 
Watch program.  
 
East Park Vandalism - Joan Millis indicated that she had visited East Park Complex the 
morning after the vandalism was discovered.  Freezers had been opened, spoiling 
frozen goods, and candy and money was stolen.  No physical property was destroyed 
nor was equipment removed.  The police report has not been completed since the 
inventory was incomplete.   
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Backstop Netting - Joan Millis presented two estimates for two sets of 20'x 30' netting 
and fencing suspended by cable for the East Park Complex backstop.  Reeves Fencing, 
who put up the backstop, has not submitted an estimate complete the work.  The 
Osborne Sporting Goods estimates and Beacon Ball Fields prices were reviewed, 
comparing knotted versus knot-less options.   
 
Little League has offered to split the cost, with help from the parents to install the netting 
when the posts are installed.  The bleachers have been moved like last year; the "Watch 
for Foul Balls" signs are ready to be installed.  The Board expressed frustration with 
Reeves Fence Company over the lack of cooperation to provide estimates to move 
forward with the project.  Joan Millis noted that she would like to go ahead and order the 
materials as soon as the installation cost for the extension posts is known.  
 
 Motion by Mary Anne Koke to spend 1/2 the cost of two nylon panels plus hardware 

to enclose the Babe Ruth backstop on the east and west sides to create a safety 
netting, not to exceed the amount of the estimates. Failed for lack of a second. 

 
 Motion by Mary Anne Koke, seconded by Paul Haller, to authorize expenditure not to 

exceed $500 for 2 nylon panels, hardware, and posts. Estimates for the total project 
in excess of $500 will be reviewed at the July meeting. Passed unanimously.  

 
Resident Input - Mary Gruszczyk requested that the Boy Scouts consider building an 
anchored turtle platform for Prairie West pond, with allowance for fluctuation in the water 
level.  She also asked the Board to consider posting "Do Not Feed the Ducks/Geese" 
signs to protect the health and migratory habits of the wildfowl.   
 
Mary Gruszczyk inquired about the purchase of equipment for Civic Park.  Joan Millis 
noted that the Town Council controls that park according to covenants that 
accompanied the donation to the Town. 
 
She also inquired when the Park Board budget process would start. Joan Millis indicates 
it is due to the Town Council by August 7. The budget can only be increased 5% 
annually by law, even through there is growth in the Town and increased use of the 
parks.  Revenue-producing programs help to build the budget; further advertising was 
recommended.  The Park Board would like to have a Parks Department and a full time 
administrator sometime in the future.  
 
M. Gruszczyk inquired when Prairie West Park would have equipment; parents are 
buying their own backyard equipment for their children.  Mary Anne Koke noted that 
there will never be swings or slides there, according to the covenants stipulated by the 
builder for a "passive park."  The residents knew that organized sports would not be 
allowed; the builders specified walking paths, benches, and a gazebo for the 7-acre 
park, however, the paths don't connect to any other parks.  It was proposed that the 
park be sold as lots for additional homes, as it does not serve the children.  Placing 
equipment in the park contrary to the covenants would only invite lawsuits.  Further 
discussion highlighted other problems in Highline Park, the high-tension wires, and a 
bridge over Bull Run, and residents’ use of the area to drop grass clippings.   
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Staffing – Mary Anne Koke reiterated her concern that there were not enough people to 
complete the park projects and recommended hiring summer help. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion by Shirley Hawkins, seconded by Mary Anne Koke, to adjourn the meeting. 
Passed unanimously. The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 PM. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
By: /s/ Norma R. Yaeger  
Recording Secretary 
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