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The Park Board of the Town of St. John met on this date with the following members 
present: 
 
Attendee 1,  Mary Anne Koke Attendee 4,  Paul Haller 
Attendee 2,  Joan Millis Attendee 5,  Ken Gembala, Town Council     
Attendee 3,  Shirley Hawkins Attendee 6,   
 
The following members absent: 
 
Absent 1,       Absent 4 
Absent 2,     Absent 5 
Absent 3,      Absent 6 
 
The meeting of the Parks and Recreation Board was called to order at 7:10 p.m. by Ms. 
Koke.     
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Ms. Millis made a motion, seconded by Mr. Haller, that the minutes of the March 14th 
meeting be approved as submitted.  The minutes were accepted 4-0 as submitted. 
 
Ms. Millis made a motion, seconded by Mr. Haller, that the minutes of the April 3rd 
meeting be approved as submitted.  The minutes were accepted 4-0 as submitted. 
 
BUSINESS 
 
Bob Derezinski, representing Girls Softball, advised plans have been developed and 
approved by Mr. Monix to proceed with work on the new Girls Softball field.  The only 
help the group requested of the Park Board is with fencing the field, located at the 
southwest corner of the East Park Complex.  Ms. Hawkins made a motion, seconded by 
Mr. Haller, that this land be approved for the purpose of Girls Softball.  Passed 4-0. 
 

 1 



Mary Gruszczyk appeared regarding Prairie West Park aerator.  It was indicated the 
Town Council has disapproved the project due to the cost of operating the aerator.  Ms. 
Millis said there would be a chemical study done to determine the merit of treating the 
problem with chemicals.  The situation will be on the May agenda. 
 
Robin McHugh, a Sun Meadows resident, questioned the status of their park.  Mr. Monix 
said grading and setting the play equipment is only being held up due to wet weather. 
 
Vickie VanLeer and Mr. and Mrs. Jim Clettenberg questioned the development of the yet 
unnamed park located between 102nd Street and 103rd Court.  Ms. Koke advised the 
park has yet not been dedicated to the Park Department.  Mr. Monix said the contractor 
will deed the land over as requested.  O’Day, the developer, is under no obligation other 
than turning over the land.  Ms. Millis will inquire as to what, if any, plans have been 
made for development.  The issue will remain on our agenda. 
 
Bob Derezinski questioned if there was a plan for a Central Park.  He was advised this 
proposed park would require an area of 30 acres in order to accommodate the 
customary recreational needs such as playground, ball fields, etc. 
 
Keilman Field Lease Agreement – St. John Youth Baseball has presented a check in the 
amount of $235.00 and have agreed to pay the lease.  The land will be for their 
exclusive use. 
 
Railings at the designated park shelters have been approved by the Building Inspector 
and up and looking good. 
 
Ms. Millis and Mr. Monix have inspected the Schillton Hills park equipment location.  
Lines have been staked to indicate equipment location. 
 
Fair Weather Employee – Mr. Monix indicated he has enough help to cover grass 
cutting for the year and expressed a wish we use the money allocated for this employee 
to improve parks in another manner.  Joan Millis made a motion to delay hiring a fair 
weather employee, keep applications on file in event needed, and accept the offer of Mr. 
Monix to keep up parks.  Motion seconded by Mr. Haller.  Passed 4-0. 
 
Prairie West Park Drain Tile – The Park Board does not have to go through the Plan 
Commission.  If the Board wishes to spend the money, approximately $500.00 to 
$600.00, it is their decision.  Ms. Hawkins made a motion we approve the funds, up to 
$600.00, to commence the project.  Motion seconded by Ms. Millis.  Passed 4-0. 
 
Picnic Tables  - Are done at a material cost of $1,013.79.  Five of the ADA tables have 
been installed.  There was discussion on the need to have a policy established 
regarding picnic tables and their being moved from one park to another. 
 
Drinking Fountains – One has been installed at Prairie West Park and ready to install 
another at Schillton Hills Park, as soon as weather permits. 
 
Eagle Scout – There is nothing to report.  The troop still plans to make signs.  It will 
remain an item on agenda. 
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Disaster Plan – Park Board Services – Ms. Millis indicated the E.O.C. referred to in initial 
request represents Emergency Operation Center.  A motion was made by Ms. Hawkins 
that we support this program, seconded by Mr. Haller.  Passed 4-0. 
 
A motion was made by Ms. Hawkins, seconded by Ms. Millis, that the issue of Park Fee 
Rental be tabled to the May meeting. Passed 4-0. 
 
East Park Complex – The issue of additional parking has been covered by P.O. 0784.  
Mr. Monix suggested parking be controlled by the use of flags, secured to stakes.  A 
motion was made by Ms. Millis, seconded by Ms. Hawkins, to approve the purchase of 
these flags (plastic) for the necessary footage at a cost not to exceed $500.00.  Passed 
4-0. 
 
Park Dedication Ordinance #900 – On this issue Ms. Koke passed the gavel to Ms. Millis 
after a motion by Ms. Hawkins, seconded by Mr. Haller.  Passed 4-0. 
 
Ms. Koke made a motion that the working in Article VI-1-D, Section 3, Park Dedication, 
be changed to read as follows; “Every petitioner for plat approval shall, prior to the 
public hearing on the primary (preliminary) approval request, submit a written proposal 
to the St. John Park and Recreation Board.” 
 
Ms. Millis presented an equipment check list to be used by the Public Works employees 
when examining parks. 
 
Ms. Millis advised a town resident has offered to the Park Department trees from his 
property.  The tree relocation would be handled by the Town. Mr. Monix indicated 
removal would have to be done by machine and that he felt Lake Hills Golf Club would 
probably handle the moving.  After looking at trees Mr. Monix will contact the golf club, if 
deemed advisable, to move the trees. 
 
Ms. Millis indicated there has been inquiry by Town residents regarding dog control in 
the parks.  Mr. Monix advised there were signs in the parks indicating dog control.  He 
will investigate the availability of signs. 
 
PAYMENT OF BILLS 
 
#587 The Trophy Shop $24.80 
#588 Schilling Brothers Lumber $646.22 
#589 Larry Zych $20.00 
#590 Liz Feeney $28.00 
#591 Pam Zych $286.00 
#592 Nipsco $42.62 
#593 Nu Toys Leisure Products $1,577.00 
 
Ms. Hawkins made a motion the bills be paid as submitted, seconded by Mr. Haller.  
Passed 4-0. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
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Ms. Hawkins made a motion to adjourn at 9:00 p.m., seconded by Mr. Haller.  Passed 4-
0. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
By: /s/ Shirley Hawkins  
Secretary 
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