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The Park Board of the Town of St. John met on this date with the following members 
present: 
 
Attendee 1,  Mary Anne Koke Attendee 4,   
Attendee 2,  Joan Millis Attendee 5,      
Attendee 3,  Shirley Hawkins Attendee 6,   
 
The following members absent: 
 
Absent 1,  Paul Haller    Absent 4 
Absent 2,  Ken Gembala, Council Liaison  Absent 5 
Absent 3,      Absent 6 
 
The regular meeting of the Parks and Recreation Board was called to order at 7:10 p.m. 
with the pledge of allegiance. 
 
APROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
The minutes of the January 9th meeting were read and approved. 
 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
 
Joan Millis made a motion to nominate Mary Anne Koke as 1995 President.  Motion 
seconded by Shirley Hawkins.  Motion passed 2-1 (one abstention). 
 
The nomination of Vice President and Member At Large will be held at the March 
meeting. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Railings at Prairie West and Schillton Hills Park Pavilions - Joan Millis made a motion 
that the railing be kept in the plans for both Prairie West and Schillton Hills.  Motion 
seconded by Shirley Hawkins.  Motion passed 3-0. 
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It was indicated that signs are not mandatory at retention pond sites. 
 
Fair Weather Employees – Ms. Koke indicated it had been approved at the October 
meeting to hire two part-time employees at a wage of $7.50 to $10.00 per hour.  Pete 
Monix, Director of Public Works, indicated a need for an experienced worker due to the 
necessity of this person having to operate a large tractor.  Ms. Millis made a motion to 
advertise in the newspaper for the position of summer help, May through September, a 
St. John resident and that Mr. Monix screen the applicants. Motion seconded by Ms. 
Hawkins.  Motion passed 3-0. 
 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert O’Leary questioned the long-range plans for Sun Meadows Park, 
and concern regarding the current maintenance of the park.  Mr. Monix answered the 
questions regarding current maintenance.  As to long-range plans, it was indicated that 
playground equipment is now on order.  Mr. O’Leary said he and many of his neighbors 
have expressed a desire for he Sun Meadows Park to evolve into a passive park, 
geared more to the enjoyment of nature.  It was suggested that a Board representative 
meet with the group to view the site when weather permits.  It was also suggested that a 
petition of the neighborhood would give an accurate picture of what is desired at this 
time.  Until then, no equipment will be installed. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Picnic Tables – A motion was made by Ms. Millis that we spend $1,050.00 on ten 
regular picnic tables and five ADA handicapped picnic tables to be constructed by the 
Public Works Department.  To be located in various parks.  Motion seconded by Ms. 
Hawkins.  Motion passed 3-0. 
 
Drinking “Water” Fountains – On this matter, Mr. Monix advised the utility people will 
waive tap-in charges.  Cost will only be for supplies.  Mr. Monix will have a cost figure 
available at our next meeting on two projected fountains. 
 
Animal Swings – In complying with a request by the U.S. Consumer Product Safety 
Council regarding “animal swings” in the parks, a motion was made by Ms. Hawkins to 
remove the swings at this time and hopefully be able to fit them with retro-fitted bumpers 
and cleaves covers for reinstallation.  The kits to be supplied by the Miracle Recreation 
Company at no charge.  Motion seconded by Ms. Millis.  Motion passed 3-0.  In the 
meantime, the swings will be examined on site by Ms. Koke and Mr. Monix. 
 
Candlelight Park Aerator – It was advised that the aerator at Candlelight Trails has not 
been installed.  Ms. Millis indicated a fifty- percent down payment of the $1,860.00 cost 
is required before ordering.  Mr. Monix indicated it should be investigated as to who will 
pay the $1.62 per day cost of running the aerator. 
 
St. John Youth Baseball – A letter was received from the St. John Youth Baseball 
requesting Keilman Field for practice time.  Ms. Millis will call Greg Murzyn, asking him 
to attend the next Board meeting for discussion regarding tax and insurance on Keilman 
Field.  
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- Ms. Hawkins made a motion to sponsor a Girls Softball team at a cost of $250.00.  
Motion seconded by Ms. Millis.  Motion passed 3-0. 

 
- Ms. Millis made a motion to sponsor a Babe Ruth team at a cost of $300.00.  Motion 

seconded by Ms. Hawkins.  Motion passed 3-0. 
 
Mr. John Geary voiced an opposition to the Board sponsoring baseball.  There was 
minimal discussion on the subject. 
 
Seedling Program – Letters to be written by the Secretary to Senator Timothy Fesko 
and Senator Sue Landske, requesting trees for park planting. 
 
Port-A-Potties – Ms. Hawkins made a motion that we order two standard and thee 
handicapped accessible port-a-potties from Bruce Septic for the year 1995, at a monthly 
cost of $95.00 (handicapped) and $65.00 (standard) to be placed as follows 
commencing on April 1, 1995: 
 
• East Park – one standard until September 1, 1995. 
• East Park – one standard until mid October. 
• Homestead Park – one ADA approved 
• Larimer Park – one ADA approved 
• Civic / Keilman Park – one ADA approved 
 
This motion seconded by Ms. Millis.  Motion passed 3-0. 
 
There was discussion on the advisability of increasing the Park Rental Fees.  Ms. Millis 
will investigate past rentals for discussion at the March meeting. 
 
Mr. Monix advised that the terrain at Homestead Acres Park II is in bad condition.  Ms. 
Hawkins made a motion that the field be turned over, tilled, leveled and seeded in order 
to make it cut-ready.  Motion seconded by Ms. Millis.  Motion passed 3-0. 
 
Indiana Parks Membership – It was decided by the Board not to renew membership. 
 
Study Sessions – Tabled until later meeting. 
 
Oak Meadows Park – Ms. Koke will investigate why the proposed parkland has not been 
brought before the Board by the developer. 
 
PAYMENT OF BILLS 
 
#226 Miracle Recreation $3,177.10 
#225 Olympic Recreation $755.00 
#224 Game Time $2,958.02 
#223 Liz Feeney $50.00 
#222 Larry Zych $40.00 
#221 Pam Zych $530.00 
#220 Schilling Brothers Lumber $20.16 
#219 Ruim Equipment $4.63 
#218 McShanes Office Supplies $6.73 
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#217 McShanes Office Supplies $48.55 
 
Ms. Millis made a motion that all claims submitted be paid.  Motion seconded by Ms. 
Hawkins for claims # 217 through #226. Motion passed 3-0. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
At 9:45 p.m. a motion was made by Ms. Hawkins to adjourn.  Motion seconded by Ms. 
Millis.  Motion passed 3-0. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
By: /s/ Shirley Hawkins  
Secretary 
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