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The Park Board of the Town of St. John met on this date with the following members 
present: 
 
Attendee 1,  Caroline Petrick Attendee 4,  Patty Atkins 
Attendee 2,  Ralph Ehresman Attendee 5,      
Attendee 3,  Carl Brown Attendee 6,   
 
 
The following members absent: 
 
Absent 1,   Absent 4 
Absent 2,   Absent 5 
Absent 3,      Absent 6 
 
The meeting of the St. John Park Board was called to order at 7:35 p.m. by President 
Caroline Petrick in the fire house meeting room.  
 
The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was given. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
The minutes o the September 15, 1988 meeting were read.  No additions or corrections 
were made.  Ralph made a motion to approve the minutes as read.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Fill for Timberlane and Lancer Parks – Are almost complete.  Ralph suggested we 
contact Dewey Snow to level off the fill at Lancer Park and get Highline Park suitable to 
maintain. 
 
An agreement was made by Mr. Bielski with Asphalt Services to split 50/50 the cost of 
$2800.00 to correctly grade the basketball court at Lancer Park. 
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Homestead, Lancer, Timberlane are still awaiting the pea gravel to be put under the 
swing sets. 
 
Fencing at Homestead Park is partially completed. 
 
Landscaping bids were not received as yet. 
 
Signs for the parks with the rules, and a vandalism warning, will be handled by Carl 
Brown. 
 
Water fountain at Lancer Park will be installed in the spring, since the season is so late, 
and no one will be using them now. 
 
Boundaries to be defined at new park site (High Tension Lines).  Pete Monix 
recommends to shave the weeds to assess what we can do with the area considering 
the lines owned by Commonwealth Edison are adjacent.  Carl discussed the dangers of 
the electricity leaking from the lines as a caution when developing this area. 
 
Fairway Park – Carl was told that the developer was not ready to turn the parkland over 
as yet.  Ordinance No. 637 would be given to Mr. Beckman by Mr. Eberly to spell out the 
requirements of this ordinance.  We will not accept the parkland until these 
requirements are met.  A letter was sent to the Board by Mr. Beckman stating he has 
asked the developers in his project to place any fill in the park site when possible. 
 
Ralph held a discussion as to how we should handle our recommendations for future 
park sites.  Requirements beyond what the ordinance covers.  He said that when a 
developer comes before the Board we should make a list of what we require and check 
what we need about the requirements, and until we sign a recommendation or approval 
request, that the Plan Commission not give final approval. 
 
Carl discussed that Ordinance No. 637 has achieved some of the concerns we have had 
concerning the grading, but not the type of fill be to used.  This further verifies the need 
to look at each project presented to us as an individual item to be customized according 
to the Park Board’s recommendation.  Carl also sated he did not know Mr. O’Day had 
donated the two adjoining lots to the park site for Patnoe Development, which he 
discussed with the Plan Commission.  They agree we need to form some type of 
communication with them when these matters come up.  The Plan Commission 
members in the future are to keep us informed of these developments. Carl also 
questioned whether Schillton Development previously has stated that they were going to 
donate 11 acres or 9, even though 7 acres were required.  He will check past tapes to 
find the answer. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
The newly acquired land under the high-tension lines will be mowed and maintained only 
at present time.  As agreed by all members. 
 
 
ASSIGNMENTS 
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Fitness Program – Report enclosed with Pam Zych’s bill. 
 
Budget – Cash of hand of $19,510.50 and budget of $36,952.00. 
 
Public Relations – No report. 
 
Liaison to Town board Meeting – Caroline was unable to attend the regular meeting, but 
did attend the session prior to the regular meeting and the only item mentioned was 
Asphalt Services has received the attorney’s letter and would meet with us to resolve 
the problem. 
 
Winter and Summer Programs – No report given. 
 
Park Maintenance – Pete received the five loads of black dirt, and some was used at 
Lancer Park before seeding. 
 
Town Festival – No report available. 
 
Liaison to Plan Commission – Carl Brown attended, and most of his reported is listed in 
the earlier part of these minutes. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 
A letter from Mr. Beckman that was discussed earlier in these minutes.  A Lake County 
Open Space Catalog was received.  A 1989 Play Time Equipment catalog was also 
received. 
 
PAYMENT OF BILLS 
 
Pam Zych $206.25   
Lowell Stone (black dirt) $650.00 – 5 semi loads 
St. John Grain Elevator $145.00 – grass seed 
Miracle Equipment $390.15 – 2 grills for Lancer & bleacher replacement 
Nipsco $42.64 
Nipsco $25.08 
Ralph made a motion to approve and pay the bills as read.  Caroline seconded the 
motion.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 
OPEN DISCUSSION 
 
Carl mentioned that Mr. Ziemniak stated at the Plan Commission meeting that a valve 
arrangement would be used to allow the control level of water within the park for more 
usage.  He also stated the Plan Commission wants our recommendations and that they 
will be considered when the final approval of a project comes before them.  Carl also 
recommended we wait until spring to install the two grills at Lancer Park, because of the 
season.  We all agreed. 
 
Ralph stated the Board was in agreement to put the fencing up at Homestead Park to 
keep vehicles out of the park.   
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Pete Monix gave us a report that three rows of shingles had been cut from the roods of 
Homestead and Larimer Park pavilions.  He had to buy a bundle of shingles to repair the 
vandalism.   
 
Mr. Casboni requested last month’s minutes. 
 
Ralph made a motion for Caroline and Mr. Wickland to get two legal appraisals for the 
land that we hope to purchase.  Motion seconded by Carl.  Motion carried 4-0.  Also give 
Mr. Wickland a copy of our Master Plan. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Caroline made a motion to adjourn at 8:58 p.m.  Motion seconded by Patty.  Motion 
carried 4-0. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
By: /s/ Caroline Petrick 
Acting Secretary 
  
 
Approved: 
 
/s/ Caroline Petrick 
President 
St. John Park and Recreation Board 
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