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The Park Board of the Town of St. John met on this date with the following members 
present: 
 
Attendee 1, Jim Thiel, President Attendee 4, Elaine Pietrzak 
Attendee 2, Eileen Jernberg Attendee 5, Eugene Smith, Town Board  
Attendee 3, Richard Spring Attendee 6 
 
 
The following members absent: 
 
Absent 1,       Absent 4 
Absent 2,       Absent 5 
Absent 3,    Absent 6 
 
The regular monthly meeting of the Department of Parks and Recreation for the Town of 
St. John, Indiana, was held on Monday, May 22, 1972 at Larimer Park, with all four 
members present and with Mr. Eugene Smith, Town Board member, also present. 
 
Board President, Jim Thiel, felt that by meeting in the Park, we could look over what was 
presently available and to better see what will be needed for the future. 
 
Mr. Thiel asked Elaine Pietrzak to represent the Park Board at the next Town Board 
meeting to ask for the following: 
 
1. A survey of the Park, so that definite boundaries could be established, and 
 
2. A liability policy to cover our responsibility in case of any serious accident at the 

Park. 
 
A print of a master plan for future development of Larimer Park was presented to the 
Board for their inspection and study.  The plan was adopted by the previously existing 
Larimer Park Commission.  A copy of the print is to be made for each member for 
distribution at the next meeting. 
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The following observations were made for Larimer Park: 
 
1. A new entranceway will be needed, with possibly better parking facilities. 
2. The basketball rim has been broken off and must be replaced. 
3. Blacktopping of the basketball court is going to be somewhat a problem, because 

the present wooden bridge, the only entrance to the Park, will not be strong enough 
to support the blacktopping equipment gong into the Park. 

4. Some type of lighting is needed in the Park.  A dusk to dawn light was discussed as 
well as a street light at the entrance to the Park.  It is hoped that lighting of the Park 
will discourage vandalism. 

 
The Board was informed that the Boy Scouts will be donating two (2) trash containers 
for the Park; the Junior Women’s Club will be donating some trees, and that the Lions 
Club will be donating a baseball backstop and material for an ice skating shelter at the 
pond.  The labor for the shelter will be done by the Lake Central High School wood 
shop, with supervision. 
 
The feasibility of establishing several neighborhood parks instead of over development 
of one Town Park was discussed.  Mrs. Jernberg and Mrs. Pietrzak felt that a place 
where children could play was really more important than facilities for adult usage, such 
as picnic facilities.  They felt that today, most people have swimming pools and 
barbecue grills in their back yards and do not seek outdoor recreational facilities away 
from home.  This idea was only discussed, and nothing definite agreed upon. 
 
Mr. Eugene Smith then suggested to the board that it set out a definite plan for park 
development for the future, and that we work from that plan, making changes where 
necessary. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned until June 26th at 7:00 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
By: /s/ Elaine Pietrzak 
Secretary 
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